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Honoured Sirs,

I wish to thank You Sirs, sincerely for inviting me to place my evidence before this
commission, which I believe, would be useful for the reconciliation that is
essentially important to rebuild our nation after the conclusion of a protracted
conflict.

As a medical doctor, initially in Jaffna and later in the LTTE controlled districts of
the Wanni, I have rendered medical service to all sections of Tamil people for over
twenty years. Though not qualified as a specialist surgeon, scarcity of qualified
surgeons in the Wanni, necessitated me to perform surgeries to save valuable
lives. In retrospect, I feel greatly satisfied in having been able to render service to
more than 20,000 injured people from a fair cross section of the society. By virtue
of my inter-action with the people whom I served for a considerable length of
time, I am fully aware of their feelings, opinions, experiences and more
importantly their travails consequent to the armed conflict. In this regard, I wish
to respectfully submit my opinions in a neutral manner as the voice of an
aggrieved people.

My teenage days saw violent outbursts of racial riots against the Tamil people and
also retaliatory attacks by the security forces consequent to political
demonstrations and provocative acts of some Tamil youths. Seeing and
empathising the suffering of their relations and friends, Tamil youths were
seriously contemplating on taking measures to protect the Tamil people from
attacks. As I too was a young boy at that time, it was nothing but naturals that I
readily comprehended the feelings of those youths. Tamil nationalism and armed
insurrection were only the by-products of this thinking. Having not found a
remedy for the political grievances and resolve them amicably, the political
leaders from both sides of the divide at that time and the governments in power,
have indirectly helped the growth of discontent which resulted in mistrust and
strife that culminated into a full scale war.



It is worthy to mention here that the Tamil political leaders presented a
manifesto before the Tamil people during mid seventies demanding separation
consequent to repeated rejections of all their political demands and abrogation of
political agreements. It is ironical that the Tamil political leaders who advocated
separation may not have anticipated the transformation of this political claim into
full scale militancy. It is reasonable to surmise that the Tamil political leaders, as
is usual in the case of any minority in a multi racial set up, may have thought
that it is safe to ask for more so that the government may be politically
comfortable to grant something less than what was claimed.

However, the Tamil youths who were motivated by the election-winning empty
rhetoric of the politicians took it very seriously and gradually started to build up
the armed militant movement with a goal targeted on separation.

Acceleration of armed activities of the Tamil militants led to the armed forces
tightening security measures and engaging in retaliatory attacks which invariably
affected Tamil civilians as well. This in turn, over time, culminated into an
intensive armed conflict. With regional interest, India intervened and provided
arms training to Tamil youths and helped proliferation of several armed
movements. Resultantly, the LTTE that began as a small unit of militants was
transformed into a formidable fighting force. Conflicts, bitterness and
misunderstandings between people that would have been resolved with saner
counsel, political will and political wisdom with circumspection on the part of
leaders on both sides have led this nation into a full scale war. Notwithstanding
the fact that we are a nation of peace loving people, this war continued as attacks
and counter attacks for more than twenty years, coming to an end only in May
2009.

There is no denying of the fact that the Sri Lankan forces fought valiantly, making
life sacrifices, to end this war. It is also true that the Tamil people have suffered
immensely due to this war. More than half of the Tamil families have lost one or
more family members. In some instances whole families have been killed.
Thousands of families have lost their bread winners. Large numbers of children
have lost both their parents and remain destitute. Thousands of injured have lost
their limbs or paralysed. Within the larger frame of 'disabled' come those who lost
both thei~ eyes and blind, lost both arms, lost both lower limbs above knee and
paralysed below neck or waist. All these impairments have rendered them unfit to
earn a livelihood. I personally saw and was saddened about the people, ranging
from one year old infants to seventy year old elders cumulatively suffering the
impact of disabilities caused by war injuries. Tragically, these people are also a
part of the resettling population that is struggling to eke out an existence without
even their mud-built houses that have been destroyed. They have no latrines,
proper drinking water, and a bed to sleep on and have to depend solely on relief
rations for sustenance. Words fail me to express in full the tragic life these people
are destined to live with.
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These are people who lived reasonably well though with humble means mostly
with farming as their livelihood. They have now lost all their belongings including
their dwellings and are wandering about as refugees after languishing in the
welfare camps under squalid conditions. They are just beginning to resettle with
meagre facilities and restart their lives. Many are still continuing to live in the
welfare camps eagerly waiting for the day to resettle in what they call their
homes. When many of their counterparts have already gone into resettlement and
started cultivation with a normal life pattern in their habitats, these people feel
dejected in having to wait further indefmitely and continue to suffer silently.

Middle age male heads of families who have accumulated reasonable wealth and
property during their youthful days, have lost everything due to this war.
Obviously knowing they cannot earn back what they have lost, they are now seen
dejected and wandering lifelessly without any hope for the future.

Most of the Tamil people continue to suffer silently from a feeling of political
disappointment due to not getting anything as a political solution as such in spite
of their long cherished aspirations and the sacrifices they made.

Thousands of Tamil youths enrolled themselves in the militant movement, solely
because they considered it as part of their contribution to the freedom struggle.
In the same way, the Tamil people too did not consider this as terrorism based
struggle. It is true that the LTTE leadership and a core group of members were
engaged in terroristic acts, but a majority of the cadres actually believed in the
end goal of freedom to Tamil people and considered their life sacrifice as a noble
act. Their parents now feel that the sacrifice their children made in good faith had
all been in vain. A political resolution through constitutional means and lasting
peace to all people appears to be the compensating factor in the equation these
parents reasonably anticipate.

Most of the Tamils now feel that LTTE leadership is responsible directly and
indirectly for all destruction caused by the war after 2006. They become
responsible mainly because they missed all the openings for peace making after
2002. Knowing well that they cannot withstand the might of the government
forces, LTTE leadership adamantly continued with the war effort till the end and
ultimately led to the destruction of the entire infrastructure of the Wanni and
irredeemable loss of life and property to the people. The Tamil people paid a heavy
price for the ego and vain glory of the LTTEleadership in the name of freedom.
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Even after being cornered by the Sri Lankan forces in early 2009, LITE
leadership desperately tried to prolong war, hoping that some intervention or
other will appear in the political arena and save them and their illusory vision of
a separate state. With this in mind, the leadership was engaged in conscription
irrespective of age, and children became victims of this indiscriminate
recruitment. Conscripted children with barely two weeks of basic training were
forced to go to the war front and many among them are reported missing.
Civilians who wanted to move towards safer areas to avoid getting trapped inside
the war zone were prevented to do so. This was presumably because the LITE
wanted civilians to be there in anticipation of a breathing space in the form of any
possible humanitarian intervention in the name of security to civilians. The
presence of civilians was also necessary to continue with conscription and to
rightly or otherwise justify the continuation of the war effort for the people.

On the verge of a definite victory over the LITE, the security forces, very
unfortunately, were in a difficult situation to differentiate between the civilians
and the LITE and rushed to annihilate the LITE. It is also true that the state
forces were engaged in an operation to take out the civilians from the clutches of
the LITE, but sadly the civilians got caught in between and suffered immensely.

I wish to place here on record the good services rendered by the government
forces to the people who sought refuge after fleeing from the war zone. The Tamil
people are very much appreciative of the rehabilitation measures taken by the
government in providing a new life to those surrendered LITE members. The
process of building infrastructure in North East which was destroyed by war
through several development projects is also another aspect the Tamil people
appreciate.

Based on the fact that the nation has been reunited after decades of armed
conflict, the Tamil people living in this island now reject the concept of separation
in this country. While justifying the vigilance exercised by the government forces
even after elimination of LITE, obviously against a possible recurrence of
extremism or terrorist acts and appreciating their disciplined conducts, some
security measures taken by the forces, unfortunately and understandably, are
disturbing the Tamil people. A people who have been, for decades together, living
in the midst of crisis after crisis and faced the worst of tragedies a people could
bear with, should be provided with the democratic space to live without the fear
of interference by the armed forces. Freedom of expression without fear and
feeling of subjugation is a matter of serious concern for the Tamil people. A
reasonable balance between vigilance against recurrence of extremism and
expansion of the democratic space is all what the Tamil people justifiably expect
from the government.

4



There should be no room for complacency in the matter of ensuring the Tamil
people that they are treated as equals and not differently because they are
perceived to be rightly or wrongly, supportive of a separatist movement. It is the
reasonable expectation of the Tamil people that they be treated with the
sympathy they deserve in the context of the tragedy that had befallen on them.

Through this evidence, I believe that I have expressed the feelings of Tamil people
which are actually a tip of iceberg. I hope this will be a useful contribution
towards reconciliation in our nation.

May lasting peace dawn in our beautiful country.

Thank you.

Dr.S.Sivapalan.
24.11.2010
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