
I come before this commission to place before you some representations which I feel need to
be addressed specifically as regards section IV of your terms of reference which requires you to
make recommendations concerning the "Methodology where by restitution to any person
affected by those events or their dependants or to heirs can be effected."

The objective of which is stressed by reference to the wartant of the commission specificalfy
with reference to enable:

o people are assured an era of peace, harmony and prosperity

o multi-ethnic polity undertake a journey of common goals in a spirit of cooperation.
partnership and friendship

My submissions today relate to the objective of laying before the Commission a few
suggestions which in my opinion will lead to national reconciliation in its quintessential sense of
the expression.

The achievement of reconciliation includes the following imperatives.
A. No returnee should be landless;
B. Affirmative action for a specified period of time that will enable the affected to recover

the rights and the benefits of citizenship that is enjoyed by all citizens.
C. Land and the environment in areas previously affected by conflict are protected from

exploitation by means that are either illegal or through questionable practices designed
to circumvent the law.

D. Local labour and resources are made compulsory in any investments or enterprises
where exceptions made can be justified such as special skills not available within the
area.

E. Affordable credit lines are made available to those recovering; to build their homes and
to set up small scale enterprises.

F. Citizens released without charges being framed according to law be provided
opportunities which compensate for lost time.

G. The institutions of the State that enforce law and order machinery speak the language
of the people.

H. The end of displacement should include all displaced persons.

Every citizen that includes minors must be delivered the promise that the Constitution
conferred on the citizen. Although we have a Ministry of National Language and Social
Integration, the concept of creating a rainbow nation which simply means the recognition of an
inclusive society is yet to take shape as a continuous process. This includes empowering the
people in the conflict affected areas to secure a sustainable livelihood, their ability to provide
an education for their off spring, the promise of prosperity and dignity for their youth and
therapeutic care for the Widows and protection for the orphans. These measures will ensure
the creation of an atmosphere in which people will wake up to an age of equality and equal
opportunity.
Ethnicity and religion should be de linked from all dealings between the citizen and the state.
Here I must stress that despite all the trauma we suffered as a nation, the state never ever
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contemplated at any stage to link either ethnicity or religion to what ever form of social safety
net benefits offered to the people.

The youth of today must be free to imagine a future of peace and prosperity. According to the
Department of Census and Statistics 2009 mid year estimate 68% of our population is below
the age of forty. In other words they were born after the year 1970.
The Commission mpy consider recommending the. work of a bipartisan or rather .rnulti- party
group of Parliamentarians who would function as a Standing Committee to work towards this
endeavor.

It needs to be stressed that Discovery of an Idea and the Spirit of Innovation are the essential
catalysts for Economic growth. It is true not only for the North and East but also the South as
well. Even at this late stage I would urge that investment opportunities are made available to all
the provinces in an equitable manner. Certainly some form of affirmative action is required in
the Conflict Affected Areas. Such affirmative action should be confined to a definite time frame
with specific objectives.

Equitable redistribution of investment is the only means of ensuring equitable redistribution of
wealth created by Economic growth. It can be 1% or 10% growth in terms of GDP. But the
present inequality of the growth trajectory of each province as compared to the Western
Province needs to be addressed as a national priority. I say this with all sincerity because their
lurks a danger that there is the possibility that the North and the East development process is
at the expense of the other provinces where the neglect was mainly due to the indifference of
the policy planners and not due to the thirty year war which drained the resources of the nation.

Shared prosperity is reconciliation. Shared experiences of hurdles that n.eed...tobe over come is
reconciliation. Shared failures where solutions are sought in unison are reconciliation.

Errors of the past should not result in Confusion at this point in our history.
May I end this submission with a quote from Francis Bacon. "Truth Emerges more readily from
error than from confusion."

I am all for committing a few errors at the commencement of our journey as long as we arrive at
the destination as a unified Nation. Shared Prosperity and Restored Dignity to all citizens is the
Destination I commend to you.

Jeevan Thaiagarjah
Executive Director
CHA
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