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Introduction

I would like to begin by stating that Sri Lanka has been given a unique opportunity to
show the world how a stable and durable peace can be built over the ashes of a long and
devastating war. We have the traditions and multicultural background which can enable us to do
this. We have a great opportunity and a great obligation.

I thank the Commission for the kind invitation extended to me to state my views before
it. I also much appreciate the warm and generous sentiments you have expressed in the
invitation.

Of the 5 heads of topics referred to the Commission I shall only be speaking on the 51
\

namely, the institutional, administrative and legislative measures needed to prevent recurrence of
conflict and to promote national unity and reconciliation among all communities.

Essentials for National Unity and Reconciliation

In order to promote unity and reconciliation two areas urgently needing attention are
institutional and administrative measures relating to peace education and legislative measure
essential for building confidence and trust. I believer these two aspects are of vital importance to
this inquiry.

A) Peace Education

Peace education is an imperative at this stage of our national history. In fact
immediately the hostilities were over, I sent a letter of congratulation and good wishes to His
Excellency the President, dated is" May 2009 and followed this with a letter on 22nd May 2009,
stressing the importance of peace education as a vital part of the peace process at this historic
moment I enclosed a statement of activities which could help in making our vision come true of
building a peaceful Sri Lanka which could be an example to all. I annex a copy of that document
marked A.

Peace education is not merely a nominal subject introduced into the curriculum but
involves a deep commitment by the Government in general, in addition to specific action by the
education authorities in particular. It involves imparting to the students of a war-tom generation
some of the conceptual, psychological, religious and practical perspectives which will give



inspiration and hope to children who have known nothing but war. I see no concerted attempt in
this direction, despite the urgent need for this on a national scale.

B) Trust and Confidence Building

Since this Commission needs to engage in a wide ranging inquiry into the matters
referred to it, we would have to examine the problems under investigation by going back to the
very fundamentals on which trust and confidence in a government depend.

For this there are certain essential prerequisites:

• A total commitment to democracy in all its many aspects;
• A total commitment to the Rule of Law and to Human Rights

Here again one must not confine one's inquiries to the surface of the problem. It has deep
roots which must be analysed and studied and if this examination points to the need for
fundamental changes in our attitudes and institutions, those changes need to be made if we are
serious in our quest for peace and harmony.

A) Peace Education

Peace education is the most urgent and comprehensive means available to us for
restoring goodwill and harmony in the community. Peace education needs to be
conducted at all levels ranging from the school room upwards, even to groups such as
government officials, police and army personnel and to the general public. Peace
education is a vital route to this result.

Amongst the topics involved in peace education are the following:

• Education on causes of conflict and how these can be avoided;
• Education on the means of resolving conflict once the conflict has arisen:
• Acceptance of blame or: both sides for errors made ili the past:
• Instruction as to what each individual can do to prevent and resolve

conflicts:
• The importance of avoiding recrimination and bitterness after the conflict;
• Psychological aids towards easing feelings of anger and bitterness and

minimizing the trauma of those who have been injured:
• Teachings of the great rei igions in relation to peace
• Knowledge of the basic rights of each individual and of the ways in which

the legal system can ensure this;
• Knowledge of the work of the great philosophers of peace and the lessons

to be learnt from them, ranging from ancient civilization to modem times,
e.g. Socrates, Tolstoy, Erasmus, Wilberforce, Martin Luther King,
Gandhi;

• Inter religious understanding;
• Cross cultural understanding;
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• Realisation of the wastefulness of war;
• The need for cooperative endeavours in peace related causes;
• Education in regard to how shattered communities can be rehabilitated;
• Some knowledge of the literature of peace;
• Knowledge of the great peace movements in history;
• Reflections on pending disputes or causes of disputes in ones own

community and what can be done to nip them in the bud;
• The institution of a peace week during which peace related activities can

be intensively conducted through peace-related plays, discussions and
debates, lectures on relevant topics, peace concerts, activities of peace
organizations overseas, peace-related videos, peace essays and contests on
peace related matters.

Each of these aspects needs to be dealt with at length. I shall not deal with them now
but would be happy to do so with the relevant authorities should they be interested in pursuing
them.

The subject of peace education should be a main preoccupation of the government and
all public authorities in Sri Lanka.

A process of education of children and the public is necessary on these topics at all
levels through instruction classes, public seminars, workshops, exchange programmes, social
welfare projects and the like in all of which I and the Centre I have established would be
prepared to give the authorities all the assistance we can.

I would even say that Sri Lanka can set an example to the world in this respect. Indeed I
have long thought that we have the resources to set up in this country a worldwide peace
university showing how the experiences of our conflict can be used to yield real benefits
regarding the restoration of harmony in a war-tom community.

A vast amount of work done internationally on these matters by bodies such as :!:e
global campaign for peace education. the international peace bureau. u'0:ESCO. the Peace
Foundation of New Zealand and the City Montessori School, Lucknow, all lies unused. These
rich resources need to be tapped and the educational system needs to be geared to this essential
need.

I am aware that subjects leading to employment command great importance in the
school curricula. but it is imperative that room be found for some of these peace-related
perspectives. Peace studies can even be made an examination subject, thus giving students an
added incentive to study matters pertaining to peace. There should be a policy directive to all
educational authorities on this matter and attempts at governmental level to train personnel for
such peace activities and teachings.

Much time has passed since the conflict was resolved which could have been used for
this purpose, but has been largely unused, despite the urgency of the need.

...•-'
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Speaking from my own experience I have done whatever is possible on these lines
through the Centre for Peace Education which I established.

One of its important initiatives is a programme titled Training for Trusteeship, which is
an annual event we organize for student leaders drawn from all the universities and leading
youth organisations in the country. It involves five to seven days of instruction and intensive
programmes for interaction of participants drawn from all parts of the island.

This programme aims at instilling in every participant a feeling of responsibility, as a
citizen of a united Sri Lanka, to protect and preserve our rich multicultural inheritance, to
protect the environment, to avoid causes of conflict, to assist in resolving differences, to
consolidate peace and harmony, to spread inter-cultural and inter-religious understanding and to
act as trustees of all our material and cultural assets for all citizens of Sri Lanka, both now and
in the generations to come. We could spread these values not only in Sri Lanka but through our
example to the region and to the world.

Our experiences resulting from these camps include the following:

• Tamil participants from the North had never met Sinhala persons all their life and
this "vas their first experience. Initially the participants from each area felt far
removed from those of the other. However, after a few hours together they
gradually overcame these differences and a day or two later became fast friends.
At the end of the session they said they were friends for life and were even
prepared to entertain each other in their homes and participate in joint activities.

• Young people of university age are deeply sensitive to religious teaching if this
can be brought to their attention. They are also deeply interested in the teachings
of religions other than their own. The cross cultural exposure we gave them
resulted in a strong desire on their part to explore the teachings of all religions on
the practical problems they faced.

• Participants are very anxious to engage themselves in projects for the benefit of
society. but they need some stimulation and guidance for this purpose. Once this
is given they become very active and bring much originality into these projects.

• Our workshops also generated a desire on the part of students from all regions of
the country to continue their inter-relationship with each other on a permanent
basis. through home visits and participation in joint projects. This is now
continuing in a very active way.

• The participants thus assembled together began to consider themselves not as
students of different communities, regions or religions, but as fellow citizens of
one country.
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• Our Training for Trusteeship workshops have also attracted attention abroad and
are providing a model for some overseas countries as well.

I believe it is essential that the sort of activities we have engaged in should be multiplied
several hundred fold throughout the country at all levels, as part of government educational
policy. The government alone has resources for this, but if such a project can be launched on an
island-wide scale, there will be no lack of support for it from various organizations and from all
sections of the community.

• Health care for elders in different parts of the country;
• Tree planting projects;
• Information technology sessions for large number of students;
• Projects for the conservation of our natura! heritage:
• School instruction projects in matters of health. environment.

social service;
• Legal aid projects:
• Medical aid projects for mentally and physically challenged persons,

The activities participants have engaged in as a result of these workshops include work
by teams combining Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim participants in areas such as:

When participants of all communities get together in such projects. there is a natural
bonding that takes place among them and this is what is needed for the future welfare of the
country.

I believe it is essential in schools that. in addition to being taught their O'v\TI religion, all
children should be given at least some exposure to the basic teachings of the other religions.

We are singularly fortunate in Sri Lanka to have the benefit of four of the worlds great
religions in our midst and we are utterly neglecting one of our richest resources if we deny
students the benefits of some understanding of their basic teachings. Going back to my school
days ..i remember that the Principal would. 2.! assembly. read short passages from the scriptures
of the -+ religions. with an extract from the scriptures of one religion each morning. Even at a
very young age we thus knew something of the teachings of other religions and were able to see
how they all teach the same fundamentals in regard to the basic rules of human conduct.

This needs to be done on a nation-wide scale,

Some institutional arranzernents needinz attention. which are related to peace education- -

• An island-wide service for counselling and psychological assistance to children.
victims of conflict, combatants and others:

There has been a large amount of mental trauma left as an aftermath of war
from children to people of advanced age. Mental scars have been inflicted
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which, in most cases will not heal, but might even keep growing, resulting in
hatred, mistrust, resentment or other communities and other adverse
consequences.

There needs to be a counseling service staffed by trained personnel, who
will visit all areas and establish sessions at which counseling will be offered,
both collectively and individually, to overcome these traumas.

Such a service can only be mounted by the State. It is not sufficient for the
State to rely on the voluntary activities of bona fide individuals and
organizations for this purpose.

• Education in all three languages

The stage has come when it should be governmental policy that all children
should learn all three languages - English, Sinhala and Tamil. This should be
not merely in a nominal way but with a view to all children being able to speak
and read all three languages fluently.

This will need some institutional structure to monitor it and assess results.
The merely nominal teaching of a third language will not be sufficient.

In some countries such as Japan six languages are taught and learning three
is no strain whatever.

• An International University of Peace

We could have in Sri Lanka an internationally recognized Peace University
bringing together the foremost experts in peace education from across the
world and concentrating on cross cultural understanding and building a
sustainable peace. It could also focus detailed attention on how conflicts have
been resolved in conflict centres in different countries. If we had an institution
such as this. it would be a clear indication to all the world that peace and the
restoration of harmony after conflict are ideals to which 'we are truly dedicated
and on which, as I said before, we could offer a centre of excellence to all the
world.

We have the resources and also the historical traditions of a multicultural
society which make us specially equipped to do this.

Indeed the Mahinda Chinthana of 20 10 speaks (p.75) in terms of making this
country a knowledge hub for the South Asian region. I believe we are uniquely
positioned for making this a knowledge hub for all matters relating to peace,
that will be a shining light not only in the South Asian region, but for all the
world.
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This list could be continued with a detailed examination of each of the topics I
have mentioned, but time does not permit such an examination.

B) Trust and Confidence Building

There are many factors to which we should give our attention in this connection,
for without confidence and trust that their rights will be upheld and guaranteed
without fear or favour, there cannot be contentment and harmony, especially among
minorities whose confidence in law and order needs to be built on firm foundations.

To achieve this there are some essential prerequisites among which are:

1) A Constitution which shields all citizens from abuse of power and
authority and guarantees them against any denial or erosion of their rights;

2) Freedom of information and complete transparency

If we can achieve this we shall have a stable peace, and a united Sri Lanka which
will be a model to the rest of the world.

1) A Constitution which shields all citizens from abuse of power and authority
and guarantees them against any denial or erosion of their rights

It goes without saying that the Constitution of a country is the bedrock on which
citizens build their sense of security.

To build up trust and confidence among the citizens of a country, especially one
which is emerging from a long and bitter conflict, it is essential that their rights and
liberties be securely guaranteed by the Constitution. That is an essential prerequisite
to nation building in the aftermath of conflict.

It so happens that this is a legal topic on which I have worked for over thirty
years, especially in the context of countries of the developing world.

I set out below a short summary of my involvement in this field:

• My first study of the impact of constitutional structures on equality and freedom
was made in 1976 when on the occasion of the American Bicentennial. the World
Congress of legal Philosophy held a world wide conference on the causes
impairing equality and freedom in the three worlds of the time - the Westem
World, the Communist World and the Third \\ orld. I was asked to make the
presentation for the Third World and for this purpose I needed to study the
constitutional structures in many Third World countries. What emerged was that
in many of these countries their constitutional structures were such as to permit
the growth of authoritarianism with a resulting denigration of basic rights and
liberties. Among the countries whose constitutions I studied for the purpose of
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examining the reasons for the growth of authoritarianism were Ghana, Lesotho,
Tanzania, Kenya, Chile, Venezuela, Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippines;

• This study necessitated an examination of the weaknesses and gaps in
constitutional structures through which authoritarian power denigrating human
rights, equality and freedom could grow, free of restraints, checks and balances
which the constitution should impose;

• In 1976 I expanded on those studies in Equality and Freedom: Some Third World
Perspectives, giving details of weaknesses in constitutional structures of many
countries, This necessitated a wide ranging inquiry at both the theoretical and
practical level into the principles, concepts and structures essential to a
Constitution if it is to guarantee the equality and freedom of every citizen, In this
book I have set out many of the abuses and denials of rights that have followed
from authoritarian rule; (See especially pp,112-114)

• In 1978 when President Jayewardene sought to introduce the Presidential system,
I realized, in the light of these studies, that the proposed constitutional structure
opened up possibilities for authoritarian rule through a violation of the principle
of separation of powers and a departure from the basic tenets which had thus far
protected the liberty of the subject in Sri Lanka, I was then in Australia and I
requested a meeting with him to discuss this matter, which he kindly granted me;

• I carne from Australia for this meeting and in a long interview sought to persuade
him not to pursue this course, \1;- submission to him was that Presidential power
under the proposed constitution was so great as to place democratic principles in
danger. I also submitted that even if he himself would not misuse his powers. he
had created a dangerous concentration of Presidential power with serious
implications for the future, I was not successful in convincing Mr. Jayewardene
that he should desist from this course,

• In the light of my study of the growth Of authoritarian power in many other
countries. I had my fears that this could lead to an erosion of the rule of law in
contradiction of the principles we had been accustomed to since independence, I
believe many instances of this surfaced from time to time. especially through the
weakening of the traditional independence of the administrative service:

• In 1984 and thereafter when I was President of the Overseas Sri Lankan
Organisation for :'\atior:al L'nity (OSLO:"-u) I wrote several papers on the need
for a new Human Rights Dispensation for Sri Lanka as a means to the solution of
the communal conflict. Among these were A Plea for Xational Unity and A .Yew
Human Rights Dispensation For Sri Lanka - One Of The Paths To The Solution
Of Communal Conflict. These were widely circulated at the time and emphasized
that if the minorities were to have complete trust and confidence, every citizen
needed to be fully protected by legislation guaranteeing the strict enforcement of
human rights,
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1. that no denial of fundamental human rights is to be without
appropriate and easily accessible remedies under the law;

• In February 1984 when I was a Visiting Professor at the University of Florida,
when the separatist problem had reached acute proportions, I wrote from Florida
to President Jayewardene suggesting the implementation of a number of
principles among which were:

2. that, for this purpose, an entire range of human rights procedures and
instrumentalities will be set up, in the light of the latest international
knowledge and experience;

3. that all personnel administering the human rights machinery of the
state will be completely independent in the discharge of their duties.

In his letter to me dated 6th March 1984, he thanked me for these suggestions,
adding "I will discuss with my colleagues how it is possible to implement at
least some of the ideas you have mentioned";

• I believe it was the Presidential system that stood in the way of the proper
implementation ot these proposals. Since these steps did not take place,
Presidential power continued to be exercised for 5 years on the basis of the
Presidential Constitution, without the checks and balances that would have resulted
from the implementation of the proposals referred to;

• I believe that many denials of justice and violations of human rights occurred
thereafter, which were a direct result of the continuation of the Presidential system.

• In 2005 on the eve of the Presidential Elections I saw the need for a candid
assessment of our national w-eaknesses and national institutions and wrote A Call
for National Reawakening. listing a number of these. Among the institutional
reforms which I urged was the abolition of the Presidential system, giving a
number of reasons why this needed to be done. Among the reasons given were the
lack of adequate checks and balances, the possibility of abuse of power and the
possibility of personality clashes if Prime Minister and President came from
opposite parties. Around the same time I was greatly reassured to note that the
Mahinda Chintana of 2005 promised the drafting of a new Constitution, with a
promise also of the appointment of a Constitution Redrafting Commission, a
Referendum on its proposals and immediate steps to implement such new
Constitution:

• The excessive use of power in denial of democratic rights which I anticipated
even in 1976 when I first studied this question, received strong confirmation in
the Mahinda Chinthana of 20 10 which said (p.56) that while the present President
had been "particularly careful when exercising the powers of the Executive
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Presidency" the Executive Presidency had in the past been used "to postpone
elections, to topple elected governments, to disrupt the judiciary, to ban political
parties, to suppress demonstrations and lead the country towards a violent culture,
to sell state institutions at under-valued prices, to defend criminals and to grant
concessions to unscrupulous businessmen. Agreements that betrayed the country
were entered into using the powers of the Executive Presidency."

• This categorical statement was a very strong indictment of the Presidential
system, coming as it did from the President himself. with access to all the sources
of information. Indeed this Presidential statement confirmed the worst fears 1had
entertained, when the Presidential system was conceived, of possible abuses of
Presidential power. If Presidential power was capable of being used to disrupt the
judiciary, to ban political parties and to betray the country, the fundamental
principles of democracy were in danger and this was the strongest possible reason
for subjecting it to the necessary checks and balances;

• It is true President Rajapaksa gave a categorical assurance that he himself would
convert the Executive Presidency into a Trusteeship. which honours the mandate
given to Parliament by being accountable to Parliament, establishing equality
before the law, being accountable to the judiciary and not being in conflict with
the judiciary. Trusteeship is indeed a noble concept and such an assurance by His
Excellency the President is most honourable and welcome .. i et it still is personal
to him and does not have the force of law, however noble the intention behind it.
Nor does it bind any future holder of the office:

• When the is'" Amendment was rushed through Parliament, my prior studies of
this subject caused me to be deeply concerned. especially as the haste with which
this amendment was done prevented a discussion of the numerous issues
involved. These needed careful consideration from both academic and legal
perspecti ves:

• I wrote a letterto President Rajapaksa, dated 6 September 2010. conveying to him
by best wishes for success in his attempts to rebuild the country after the years of
war. At the same time I pointed out the need for reconsideration of the
Presidential system and set out its weaknesses. This letter repeated the fact that
the Sri Lankan Presidential system gives the President a combination of executive
and legislative power which makes serious inroads on the democratic theory of
separation of powers:

• It also pointed out that even under the American s~.:stem, with all its checks and
balances, an extension beyond two Presidential terms has been considered too
dangerous to be permitted. It may be noted also that the American Presidential
term is only four years. unlike the term of six years in the Sri Lankan system.
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• Each of the preceding items can be elaborated on at length and I only point out
here that this is an aspect which assumes prime importance in the context of
reconciliation and rehabilitation.

Since this is an area to which Ihave devoted much time and effort over the past few
decades and is at the same time so vital to long-lasting unity and reconciliation in our country, I
feel obliged to bring these matters to the attention of a Commission such as this, which is
charged with overall responsibility to examine institutional, administrative and legislative
measures towards this end. A constitution entrenching power that can be abused by other office
holders in the manner described in the Mahinda Chinthana 2010 is not an institutional measure
promoting confidence and reconciliation.

Since this is an institutional. administrative and legislative field which has such deep
implications for the future of a united Sri Lanka living in harmony. peace and equality under the
protect of the law. I trust the Commission will give it careful and considered attention.

2. Freedom of Information and Transparencv

These are just as important to the functioning of democracy as the constitutional
matters referred to earlier and they likewise need serious attention. They can also be
likewise elaborated on, but I do not propose to do so here, except to state that there is
now a great lack of information about the reasons for many major public decisions and
major projects.

It will suffice to note here that there have been several attempts at introducing
freedom c:- ~!1...formation legislation. but that none of these have succeeded thus far. It is
distressing to note that right to information legislation has been adopted in India.
Pakistan, Bangiadesh. Nepal and the Maldives. When all these countries have such
legislation it is a major deficiency that Sri Lanka, where the buiiding of trust and
confidence is so essential. has not yet passed such legislation. There was a time when we
were perhaps ahead of all these countries in our adherence to the rule of law and we
cannot afford to lag behind themali in what is increasingly considered to be a
fundamental democratic right.

Freedom of information is a basic human right and I have written extensively on
this topic in the past (See. for example my article on Freedom of Information in the Asian
Yearbook of International L[;'-I- 0995; \'01. -L pp.99-126). As early as 19~6 the General
Assembly pointed out in Resolution 59( 1) of ~ December 19-+6 that "Freedom of
Information is a fundamental human right and is the touchstone of all the freedoms to
which the United Nations is consecrated".

Our legal system cannot much longer afford to lack freedom of information which
is universally regarded as a basic democratic right and our legal system needs to take the
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* * *

necessary steps to ensure this, including a Freedom of Information Act. Without it trust
and confidence, which are essential to reconciliation, cannot be established.

Sri Lanka has had a unique history of four major world religions flourishing side by side
for centuries, with adherents of the different faiths, mingling with each other and sharing their
major festivals.

In our childhood we knew no racial divisions. Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Burghers,
Eurasians. Indians and others. all mixed freely, lived in safety as neighbours in the same streets,
were in and out of each other's houses and participated in each other's festivities. Our judiciary
and legal institutions were among the best in the entire developing world and law and order
prevailed at all levels and in all parts of the country.

That is the world we need to re-establish and there are major responsibilities lying on
individuals, local government and state instrumentalities and on all holders of public office to
exert themselves to this end, without thought of fear or favour, but with the interests of Sri
Lanka at heart.

I should also refer to our great historical traditions which made Sri Lanka, at one stage,
an outstanding member of the international community, radiating throughout the region the
knowledge. wisdom and humanity that we had inherited from our religious background. Our
monastic universities attracted thousands of students from the Middle East to China. We had
ambassadors in the imperial courts of Rome and China when Britain was a distant and
undeveloped outpost of the Roman empire. We had the greatest buildings of the ancient world,
next to the pyramids of Egypt and we had an irrigation system unequalled on the face of the
planet.

We can rise once more as a nation to this position of eminence, but it needs the
necessary effort, dedication, integrity and devotion to the rule of law, without which such a
result cannot be achieved.
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PEACE EDUCATION: THE NEED OF THE HOUR

"Zeno the Stoic's follower Iambulus (ca.250 Be) ...
described a Blessed Isle in the Indian Ocean (perhaps Ceylon):
there, he reported, all men were equal, not only in rights but in
ability and intelligence; all worked equally, and shared equally
in the product; all took equal part, turn by turn, in
administering the government; neither wealth nor poverty
existed there, nor any war of the classes; nature produced fruit
abundantly of her own accord, and men lived in harmony and
universal love. "

Will Durant: The Story of Civilis at ion, Vol.2, pp. 563-4

At this historic moment in Sri Lanka, it is relevant to remember that Sri Lanka has
from ancient times been an outstanding centre from which messages of harmony, justice
and sustainable development have radiated through and illuminated the entire region.
References to this abound in world literature, of which the quotation cited is just one. Not
without reason did Sri Lanka acquire the image of being a dhamma deepa - an island
identified with the practice and teachings of peace.

We need now to reconnect ourselves with our rich and many-faceted inheritance
of religious harmony, peace education, philosophy, art, architecture, sustainable
development and international relations which were outstanding by any standards.

As we salute all those who have made this possible, from the President down to
the humblest citizen, it becomes imperative for the focus of our national attention to shift
towards the great task of winning the peace. The emphasis thus shifts towards the
restoration of national unity and the establishment of a reign of justice for all. This task
calls for a concentrated and determined effort, not merely by the government but by all
sections of society.

Against this background we, in Sri Lanka, now have a unique opportunity to win
this peace in a manner which will reverberate the world over as one of the outstanding
instances in history of peace rising triumphant from the ashes of war. We have the
necessary historical and cultural background to achieve this and we must rise to the
occasion. At a time when the whole world is weary of war and tension, our example can
revive hope in the future.

We must not lose sight of the fact that while rehabilitation in a material sense is of
the utmost importance, the problems before us need to be addressed also from the
psychological and educational point of view. Anger, prejudice, revenge, bitterness,

1



hatred and ignorance need concerned attention, for shattered minds are as much a legacy
of war as shattered homes.

The challenge of addressing these problems and achieving the victories of peace
is now before us. What we need are the will and the determination to achieve this goal.
This requires the generation of the necessary attitudes and the communication of the
necessary information. The golden route to this result is peace education, for a generation
has grown up which has known no environment but war, with all the insecurity, tension,
distrust and misunderstanding which accompany it. The cast of mind induced by these
factors will not disappear on its 0\\11. Its elimination needs active assistance. This
necessitates a demonstration of the ways in which this can be achieved and an indication
of the glowing results which can emerge if our national energies are directed towards this
end. If we sleep upon this task the sacrifices of the war would have been in vain.

Peace education is a neglected subject the world over and the world has paid
dearly for this neglect. There is an ocean of peace-related knowledge lying untapped by
educational systems and waiting to be used. \\'e need to demonstrate to a waiting world
that we have it in our national character to use this knowledge and emerge without
bitterness from the emotional and physical debris of a thirty year war and become once
more a nation that teaches and practises peace.

We live in the nuclear age in which we are all doomed to perish unless we make
peace the order of the day in the next decade or two. The great religions of the world
which are the universal heritage of all humanity can light the way to a bright new future
for all. We. in Sri Lanka, are uniquely ~ri\'ileged in having four of the world's great
religions existing side by side in our midst and enriching our mutual environment. We
can use this cross-cultural inheritance to chart out a pathway of peace which can be an
inspiration to all.

We are a country now called upon to provide this example. for our ancient
traditions. our recent conflict and our national character all combine to provide us with
one of historys greatest opportunities ~0 show the world how a lasting peace can be
snatched from the smouldering ~etris c:' '.\~:-.

The reality to be faced is that there are legions of shattered families. avalanches of
bitter memories. several millions who have known nothing but a world of war. Even if
all these people can be rehabilitated in a material sense, the psychological trauma will
remain. There cannot be a peaceful society so long as this emotional and psychological

, . daspect remainS unarre::c.e' .

Peace education at all levels holds the key towards restoring these shattered minds
and putting them on the road towards constructive participation in the process of
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the national psyche. The subject if properly taught
can transform the national scene, for ethical issues flood into every department of it and
youth is an age of idealism which is greatly responsive to such concepts.
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We must not permit the pressure of bread and butter subjects to crowd out from
the curriculum the necessary teachings on peace, with all the strong idealisms they
embody. Peace teaching can in fact help to mould a stronger and more caring national
character for the Sri Lanka of the future.

Peace education draws its materials from every subject taught in school- history,
geography, literature, drama, physics, chemistry, biology, sociology and whatever subject
one may care to name. We need to generate the necessary skills for peace related aspects
to be drawn into teaching in every subject and at every level.

One of the first peace lessons should be drawn from world history, which is full of
examples from the earliest times to the present day of the sacrifices of hard-won wars
being negatived by inattention to the demands of peace. For example, after World War I
there were eloquent debates at Versailles when the smaller nations criticized the great
powers for throwing away the opportunities of building a just world order by still
pursuing their imperial interests and neglecting the cause for which so many millions
sacrificed their lives.

There are important lessons in these historical examples and we must not neglect
the task of ascertaining what the causes were of the conflict that has just ended. We must
as one nation address those cause and eliminate them.

The range of topics to be covered in peace education is vast but some indication
can be given of them to people at all levels from the schoolroom upwards, so that we can
build up a culture of peace and togetherness rather than of war and separateness.

Peace education consists of three main facets. These are the generation of:

a) the necessary knowledge and awareness
b) the necessary attitudes
c) the necessary skills

These three areas have been much researched internationally and there is a vast
amount of accumulated experience which can be used by our teaching profession.

In the area of knowledge. children must be taught how conflicts and problems
arise, how they can be solved, what institutions and human rights principles can be
invoked and what each individual can contribute. We must have knowledge of the
successes and failures of the past, how obstacles to peace were overcome and how the
seemingly impossible was achieved by great figures such as Wilberforce. Gandhi and
Martin Luther King. All of this would be highly inspirational material.

In the field of anitudes, children should be imbued with a duty of care, a sense of
responsibility, a resolve not to cause harm, an instinctive affirmation of human rights and
a sense of respect for human dignity of every individual. The necessary attitudes to be
generated are concern for others, a desire to help and be of service, concepts of honesty,
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Children should be taught that the process of establishing peace is a process to
which each individual can and indeed has a duty to contribute something every day.

trustworthiness and fairness, tolerance, generosity and compassion and a respect for other
cultures and religions. They should be asked to recall and appreciate 'the little, nameless,
unremembered acts of kindness and oflove' which they have received from people of all
communities at various times, thus imposing on themselves a duty to act similarly
towards others.

In the field of skills, they should be trained to understand how problems and
conflicts arise in their neighbourhood and to consider positive ways in which they could
help to avoid them before they occur and resolve them when they have occurred. They
must also be shown ways in which they can transform anger into understanding, conflict
into cooperation, social indifference into assistance to those in need and inactivity into
active participation in whatever way one can. All these can be the subject of essays,
discussions, debates and workshops in the classroom.

An important route to all these ends is cross-cultural education, for it is imperative
in this day and age for every child not to be boxed in within the culture to which he or she
is born, but to have some awareness of other religions and cultures as well. While every
child needs to be exposed in depth to his or her religion, this does not mean that they
should grow up in total ignorance of all others. Consequently, it is imperative in every
school that some perspectives be imparted of the teachings of the major religions. In Sri
Lanka this means Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam. Every one of them
teaches peace, understanding. human dignity. peaceful settlement of disputes. protection
of the environment. care for future generations and other basic principles essential to a
sustainable peace. Many children under our educational system grow up with an implied
understanding that other religions are different from one's own in their teachings on these
aspects. The converse is the truth and each child's desire for peace and contribution
towards it would be enormously increased by an awareness of the congruence of all
religious teachings on these fundamental aspects so vital to the preservation of peace.

The Hague _-l.;:-;:-ea!for Peace has worked out programmes for peace education at
all levels ranging from the kindergarten to the highest school levels and has produced the
documentation necessary for teachers. Likewise. C:';-ESCO has produced a range of
materials on this topic and ali these need to be brought together for the benefit of the
teaching profession in Sri Lanka. Much work has also been done on this by such
institutions as the Peace Foundation of New Zealand.

There have also been great educational peace projects such as that conducted by
the City Montessori School. Lucknow, the biggest secondary school in the world and one
whose peace programmes have won for it the U}.j'ESCO Prize for Peace Education. This
institution has produced practical studies showing how peace perspectives can be drawn
into practically every subject taught in the curriculum.
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All this knowledge and experience needs to be brought together and made
available to the teaching profession in Sri Lanka.

This points to the need for a training course to be established immediately for
teachers in relation to peace studies, ranging from historical and philosophical
perspectives to the lives of great historical, literary and spiritual personalities connected
with peace The subjects taught should also enter the area of practical activities such as
studying the causes of conflict and devising ways of solving them.

There should also be some references to the history and current standing of
international law and human rights, which are all too often an area totally unknown to the
average citizen. It is for lack of this knowledge on the part of citizens that rulers are
sometimes able to violate international law and human rights with impunity.

All of these resources need to be harnessed into one central repository of
knowledge and teaching which needs to be established immediately, Indeed, this can
prove the foundation eventually for a university of peace which can collect and diffuse
this knowledge, not only in Sri Lanka, but in the region and throughout the world, We
have the capacity to give global leadership in this project and we can use this opportunity
to initiate the moves necessary towards this end, which can establish Sri Lanka as an
international centre of peace studies,

The establishment of a peace university in Sri Lanka can make this country a
foremost resource for cross cultural and inter-religious perspectives and understanding,
and the time is perhaps opportune for the establishment of such an institution,

Another aspect that needs to be cultivated is the generation of practical awareness
of each other's conditions and life-styles and to this end. it is essential that all students in
Sri Lanka be required as part of their education to live for even a month or two in
different geographical. areas acquiring an understanding of how similar the problems,
aspirations and attitudes of people are, whatever their cultural or geographical
background, Putting students of all levels from school children to undergraduates. drawn
from all parts of the country to live together for a few days has invariably resulted in
seeing them emerge from such residential workshops with a resolve to be friends for life.
This is the way in which we can make Sri Lanka one country with one people. sharing a
set of common aspirations and values and taking a pride in their nation,

.An important suggestion which may be implemented in Sri Lanka is to institute a
week designated as 'Peace Week during which various peace-related activities can be
intensively conducted in every school. They include the production of a peace newsletter.
the performance of peace related plays, class and inter-class debates on peace-related
subjects. invitations to local members of parliament, lawyers, town councillors and others
to speak on relevant topics, organizing peace concerts, contacting peace organizations
overseas, watching peace related videos, holding a model l.J0J General Assembly and
having speech contests and peace essays,
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There is a vast amount of material that can be gathered on these matters from
bodies such as the Global Campaign for Peace Education, the Peace Foundation of New
Zealand, the International Peace Bureau, UNESCO and other organisations.

Let us take some action now and not lose this opportunity for establishing beyond
the shadow of a doubt that Sri Lanka intends to make this a lasting peace which will be
an example and an inspiration for all.

This way we can once again attain an honoured place among the community of
nations and be worthy successors of our past traditions which enabled us, in ancient
times, to have ambassadors in the imperial courts of Rome and China.

"Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war." So have the poets written
and so have the thinkers philosophised from the beginnings of recorded history. This is a
thought that must be uppermost in our minds in these critical days when war is ended and
peace begins.
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