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Introduction

On behalf of the Sarvodaya Movement of Sri Lanka I wish to extend our greetings and
felicitations to the Chairman, Honourable CR.de Silva and other Honourable members of the
Presidential Commission on Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation. We appreciate very much the
recognition your honour has given to our Movement which has served the people of Sri Lanka
for FIFTYTWO YEARSand thank you for inviting us to assist the Commission in its deliberations,
by sharing our experiences and views, which we gladly and respectfully accept.

Honourable Sirs, Madam, We as a Movement and an Organization work silently devoid of much
publicity and propaganda. We do not have a Propaganda or Publicity Unit as such. Instead, we
cover the entire island with a nationwide network of development education programs
extending from the infant in the mother's womb to preschool and school going children, to
youth and elderly people. In fact, it is our work that speaks for itself. We started from a
secondary school, namely, Nalanda College and still Education in all its forms is our priority.
Next we designed and implemented Integrated Community Development programs and
later formulated and added to these two a third component which we call A Non-violent
Total Revolution to Transform the entire Sri Lankan society. This transformation is holistic and
includes Spiritual. Moral, Cultural, Social, Economic and Political sectors to build a Sri Lankan
Society where Equality, Peace and Justice will prevail in a sustainable model of development.

Principally Sarvodaya operates within three sets of Laws. In order of priority they are: Firstly,
the Dharmic Laws (Dharma Niti). Secondly, People's Laws ( Iana Niti ) and Thirdly, State Laws
(Rajya Niti). We strongly believe in the Dharma Shakthi or the Power of Righteousness. For
example, the supreme power of the Pancha Niyama Dharmas (the Five Cosmic Laws ),
namely, Bija Niyama ( Cosmic Law pertaining to Genetic Order ), Utu Niyama ( Cosmic Law
pertaining to Seasonal Cycles), Kamma Niyama ( Cosmic Law pertaining to Cause and Effect ),
Citta Niyama ( Cosmic Law pertaining to the Mind Energy) and Dhamma Niyama ( Cosmic Law
pertaining to Phenomena).

Similarly, we place great trust in people's inherent power and goodness or Jana Shakthi and do
our utmost to harness their physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual energies to be
directed towards peace and development. We have already reached about 15000 village
communities comprising all ethnic groups in Sri Lanka, out of which there are nearly six
thousand well-organized villages so far, trying to generate Dharmic and people's energies to
create a psychological infrastructure that can contribute to make our dream of "one people one
nation" in a united and non-violent society come true.
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While our priority is Dharma Niti and Jana Niti, we do respect the Rule of Law which may be
called Rajya Niti (State Laws). We know that all people cannot be disciplined by the Dharma
Niti and Jana Niti alone, even those in Sarvodaya. State Laws are indispensable in a mundane
world. Rajya Niti should be just and fair and apply equally to all and enable Jana Shakti and
Dhrama Shakti to operate without any hindrance. We have always operated within the laws of
the land and always upheld the fundamental principles of Sarvodaya, namely, Truth, Non-
violence and Self-denial, while striving to uphold Human Rights and promote Human Duties.
During the 1971 insurrection none out of thousands of Sarvodaya volunteers was found to have
taken part in violence according to a statement made by the then Inspector General of Police
Mr. Stanley Senanayaka. So was the case in 1987-89. Even in the militant groups in the North
and East none of our workers got involved in any anti-government or anti-social activities. Some
of them sacrificed their lives for upholding Non - violence.

THEFIRSTLESSSONTO BELEARNT

We should not get into the foolish-mindset that Rajya Shakthi, or Danda Shakthi, the power
of punishment the State has over unarmed people will ever bring about a law abiding and
disciplined society free from terrorism, for, governments cannot legislate the feelings of
people. I am not opposed to Danda Shakthi being used under the State Law to deal with
criminal and terrorist elements. I am totally opposed to passing legislation to give protection
under the law to those who are engaged in Wrong Livelihood ( Micca Ajiva ) such as
Gambling, Prostitution, Manufacture and Sale of Alcohol and Drugs. It is unbecoming for a
government to pass legislation violating Samma Ajiva (Right Livelihood) the fifth principle
of the Noble Eightfold Path on the one hand while talking about celebrating the 2600th

Buddhatva Jayanthi (2600th year of the Supreme Enlightenment) of the Buddha on the
other. The principal Lesson to be Learnt is that the State should pay greater attention to our
ancient Dharmic laws.

A Non Partisan National Movement

As our country is plagued with a power oriented party- political system, Sarvodaya has always
kept away from such divisive politics. On the other hand we always cooperate and work with
administrative and judicial arms of the government where partisan politics is expected to be
absent. The Sarvodaya Movement has 11 specialized national level bodies which are
incorporated under Acts of Parliament or Societies Ordinance or Companies Act.

We have separate organizations and Units for Development Education, Leadership Training,
Community Development, Children's Services, Women's Welfare, Legal Services, PeaceBuilding
and Conflict Transformation, Meditation and Spiritual Awakening, Interfaith programs,
Economic Enterprises, Prevention and Rehabilitation of Drug Addicts, International Relations
and World Peace, etc. Sarvodaya has 5231 village level societies registered under the Societies
Ordinance. We cover every district and divisional secretariat division in the country. We have
ethnic, linguistic, religious and racial groups all working as equals in the Sarvodaya Movement.
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We have a total of 1881 fulltime staff working under different legally established independent
bodies. Sarvodaya can mobilize hundreds of volunteers from villages at short notice in the
event of a national crisis. Together we call ourselves a Sarvodaya family. In countries like
Belgium, Germany, India, Japan, Nepal, Netherlands, U.K., and USA, there are Sarvodaya
chapters. They too identify themselves as members of the global Sarvodaya family.

Sarvodaya and National Reconciliation - A Brief Historical Background

Sarvodaya has existed for 52 years and almost for 50 years it has had National Unity and
Reconciliation as a priority item in its service agenda. Our involvement was holistic and
continuous from 1960 up to the present day. Even during fierce fighting between the
government forces and the LTTE, or the IPKF and the LTTE, Sarvodaya's non-violent non-
partisan and humanitarian presence was there doing its utmost to help the innocent public and
victims on both sides. Our defence forces fully supported these efforts. We were also
supported by several UN Agencies and International Governmental and non governmental
bodies.

Before I directly come to the Terms of Reference of the Commission I would like to respectfully
place before the Commission very briefly certain historical facts relating to the role Sarvodaya
played from 1960 to 1983 July and from 1983 July to 2009 Mayas that experience helped us to
plan for the post war period. Then I will present my proposals. Also I requested our staff to
independently prepare their proposals in the light of the total Sarvodaya programme. I am
placing that document before the Commission as ANNEX 1.

STATE IGNORING PREVENTIVE ACTION

To anyone visiting the people in the North and East in the early sixties it was evident that the
two major communities in the country, the Sinhalese and the Tamils, were emotionally and
psychologically getting into a divided state which would lead to great harm for both
communities and many irreparable consequences. Although the two ethnic groups lived side by
side for several millennia, the division between the Sinhalese and Tamils was first created by
the divide and rule policies of the Dutch and the British, which favoured the minority groups
against the majority Sinhalese. Over representation of the Tamils in the Civil Service which was
a point of resentment for the Sinhalese soon became politicized. Soon after independence
consecutive governments acted imprudently when they hurriedly tried to correct the imbalance
by making Sinhala the sole official language, changed the university recruitment system
followed by a quota system both affecting the majority Tamil areas such as Jaffna. There were
other factors too. In my many visits to the North and East in the sixties and seventies, I clearly
saw the growing alienation of people from the State and youth becoming more aggressive and
violent. We in Sarvodaya acted most diligently, to the best of our capacity as a civil sector
organization.
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Our main concern was to prevent violence and in no way did we have any intention of
preventing the struggle of the Tamils to secure their just rights in a non-violent and
constitutional way. In the sixties and seventies as a civil society organization some of the
measures Sarvodaya took to prevent violence included the following:

* Sarvodaya established its centres, youth training camps and farms in Jaffna, Pungudutiv,
Kerativ, Mannar, Talaimannar, Kilinochchi, Mullativ, Vavuniya, Malayaparaththikulam,
Ruwanmaduwa, Trincomalee, Vishwamadu, Batticaloe, Satutukondan, Anuradhapura, Amparai,
Polonnaruwa,Medawachciya, Tanamalwila etc. where Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim youth could
live together, learn each others' language and culture, agricultural and vocational skills,
leadership skills and methods and techniques of community development in a disciplined, non-
violent and spiritual environment. The training courses lasted from two weeks, three months to
one year. Tamil and Muslim youth were even brought to Sarvodaya centres and villages in
Sinhala areas to familiarize themselves with life in the South. After the training they had to
return to their villages and start village development work on their own. Except for a negligible
few, the way our serious efforts were treated by both Sinhala and Tamil political authorities and
bureaucrats was nothing but irresponsible and insensitive.

* Sarvodaya worked in close cooperation with Gandhi Seva Sangam in Jaffna and several other
Hindu organizations.

* Sarvodaya started a campaign to take people from the South to the North and have joint
shramadana camps. Eg 1000 from the south and 4000 from Jaffna worked together to construct
the Nirveli - Kaithadi Road in 1961. Similarly, people from Jaffna came to Bulathsinhala in the
Kalutara district and Nedalagamuwa in the Kurunegala Distrct and other areas for similar amity
camps.

* In the 1970s when there was a tidal wave that affected Mannar district, Sarvodaya
implemented a three-months relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction program with over three
hundred youth from the South joining their Tamil brothers and sisters.

*In 1978 a cyclone struck the East coast. The intensive relief and development work done by
Sarvodaya during this period gave rise to a very strong Sarvodaya organization both in
Trincomalee and Batticaloe districts with all three communities working hand in hand in several
hundreds of villages up to the present day.

*We invited eminent Indian Sarvodaya leaders like Shri Asha Devi Ariyanayakam, Shri
Jayaprakash Narayan, Dr Bhimsen Sachar , Dr.Devendra Kumar Gupta, and many others from
time to time and took them allover Sri Lanka including the hill country, Jaffna, Batticaloa and
Trincomalee promoting Non-violence and National Unity.
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*1 personally met Heads of the State, Ministers, Administrators, Buddhists monks and other
religious dignitaries, media chiefs and 1am sorry to say that except sympathizing with our
concerns and good intentions, none of them took us seriously and never comprehended the
impending danger for all people in the country. Even in January 1971 1led many delegations to
political leaders pleading for preventive action when the NP was about to launch their bloody
insurrection and they never took us seriously until April s". when the insurrection really
erupted.

THE LESSON TO BE LEARNT002

State should be sensitive to feelings, needs and aspirations of people in a plural society. And
the State should take adequate note of relevant actions by non state organizations. State
machinery such as the C.I.O and other Intelligence Services, maintained with tax payers
money, should not be used to hunt down the opponents of the government in power but to
purposes of real national security and to find out the true situation in the country pertaining
to the state of law and order. I remember some previous governments making full use of
academics like the late Prof.Nandasena Ratnapala and the late Prof. Nandadasa Kodagoda to
assess the psychological and sociological currents in the country at that time. Today is an
appropriate time to study the extent to which people suffer from different levels of trauma.
They may include ordinary people who suffered from the war, combatants who were with
LTTE,the army personnel and even others who appear to be normal. There is another crazy
category of people who believe that the opportunity has come to make money by whatever
means they could, such as gambling, prostitution, drugs, bribery and corruption. When these
kinds of people are joined by some power hungry politicians a chaotic and violent situation
can arise in the country worse than the one we experienced which had only the racial-
terrorist element. I plead with you Honourable Sirs, please advise the government not to
make the mistake earlier governments made of ignoring taking preventive action on time.
Militarization of the country is not the answer.

*When the LTTEcarried out the attack in 1983 July killing the 13 soldiers, they were successful
in their anticipated reaction from the Sinhalese in the South by way of the riots that left about
2000 Tamils killed and another 80,000 to 100,000 displaced. This Black July was the turning
point in the history of Sinhala Tamil relations as well as the conflict. I personally pleaded with
the President to declare a curfew early in the morning of that fateful day. 1was the first to
plead over the media to protect innocent Tamils, for which 1was reprimanded and abused by
some extremist elements. 1was ashamed of the silence of most religious and political leaders
while innocent people were beaten and even brutally killed in broad day light.

This wild reaction on the part of emotional Sinhalese and the apathy of the rulers and leaders
paved the way for Tamil militancy to grow exponentially. The LITE purpose was facilitated by
the riots to win sustaining support for the separatist struggle over the years by ensuring a
steady supply of cadres as well as material and financial support from the Tamil Diaspora.
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*At the request of the service commanders who were appointed as Competent Authorities, I
toured the whole country addressing mass meetings and urging the people to refrain from
violence and do everything possible to give reliefto the affected people and bring normalcy.

THE LESSONSTO BE LEARNT 003

If the communal demands of the Tamil elite were responded with non-communal fair play,
understanding and sanity, and if the government and Sinhala leaders went all out to educate
Sinhala people not to fall into the LITE trap by harming innocent Tamils in the South and if
the security services maintained impartiality in enforcing law and order and dealt with
looters and killers severely, the intensity of the communal riots would not have been so bad.

. ~
*While we in Sarvodaya were in the streets risking ourselves to save human lives we saw the
perpetrators of communalism from both sides shamelessly enjoying their drinks in their
balconies. ( Today one and a half years after the war had ended, I can see similar festive moods
in some people and lot of lotus eaters insensitive to the sufferings of those who lost their lives in
the war and also all those who are yet to be resettled) Ratmalana Airport, Royal Junior School,
Sirimavo Bandaranaike Vidyalaya were three of the refugee camps we handled and when they
were operating well, I drove up to Jaffna rn my jeep to assessthe situation of the refugees we
sent by ship and planes to Jaffna. This was eight days after the riots. Dr. Devanesan Nesiah,
Government Agent and Mr. Yogeswaran MP for Jaffna were also in the Kachcheri when I
entered and were surprised to see me. They treated me kindly and accompanied me to various
places where the refugees were housed. The Mayor of Jaffna also was very kind. Some
clergymen including a retired bishop severely scolded me keeping me standing for one hour for
being a Sinhalese and the accompanying Tamils, whom they said were traitors to Tamil Eelam.

*TULF leader Mr. Amirthalingam, and President Mr T. Sivasithamparam courteously told me
that 'they were in Eelam. The bridge is broken now. They would never return to the Sinhala
South.' I replied to them saying that I came to rebuild the bridge with Dharma Shakthi and Jana
Shakthi. I am sorry they went to India and then came to the South to get assassinated by the
monstrous organization they themselves supported to build. The conduct of most of the Tamil
elite was not much different from the Sinhalese elite.

THE LESSONSTO BE LEARNT004

This confirmed our conviction that while constitutional amendments, etc., are necessary the
real solution to the conflict lies with evoking the Dharmic Energies of People and People's
Power upholding our values, such as respect for life, justice and peace. Every citizen in this
country can participate in this effort.

*1 fail in my duty if I do not mention the names of Mr.Bradman Weerakone and Dr.Wickrama
Weerasuriya two government administrators who played a critical role at this time and gave
every moral and logistical support to us.
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*From 1983 July up to the end of the war on is" May 2009 we formulated a clear philosophy
and an action program which we implemented that would contribute to a lasting peace while
meeting crisis situations as and when they arose.

This was in spite of the heavy price we had to pay by way of losing the lives of our members and
their family members from both sides and later at the hands of the Indian Peace Keeping Force.
In Vavuniya, the wife of Mr.Kadiramalai, our Northern District Coordinator, who was expecting
a child at that time and her parents were brutally killed by some army personnel who went
berserk after a bomb explosion close to their house. When I heard of this incident and reported
it to His Excellency President J .R. Jayewardene he immediately sent me to Vavuniya in a
helicopter with the Air Force Commander to look into what could be done. He also appointed a
Presidential Committee to investigate into the matter. At the first meeting of the Committee,
Mr. Kadiramalai, our Coordinator who lost his family, told the Committee that he did not want
to take revenge from the persons who killed his family and requested the Presidential
Committee to wind up. He reminded us that "Hatred Does Not Cease by Hatred" and said
Karmic law will prevail and punish those who were responsible for that heinous crime. (In fact
this happened within a week.) He said he would continue to work for 5inhala Tamil unity
through 5arvodaya.

This 27 year old good man was later brutatly assassinated by the terrorists in Jaffna town while
the public watched helplessly. This crime was committed close to the place where he fed about
4000 people in Jaffna for two weeks when the IPKF prevented food from reaching Jaffna.
During the same period seven Sarvodaya workers going in a tractor were shot down by the
IPKF. We experienced so many incidents of this nature but we were never discouraged or
disheartened. On the contrary we reinforced greater courage and realized that we should
continue our work on a SR Program which we designed to meet the post 1983 situation, as a
long term approach.

SR PROGRAM

SR program is a holistic relief and rehabilitation program that was implemented to support
people who were harmed and affected by violent conflict. The SRsstand for:

1. RELIEF - Supply of immediate assistance in the form of food, water, clothing, temporary
shelter, medicines, and other essential commodities to disaster affected communities.

2. REHABILITATION - Involvement of those affected by violent conflict in the process of
rebuilding their lives together with Sarvodaya and providing them with support to
sustain their lives.

3. RECONSTRUCTION - Rebuilding of damaged houses and the infrastructure of the
community.

4. RECONCILIATION - Implementation of a" these programs for all affected people without
any discrimination keeping in mind the integration of communities and help them work
together towards a healing process to cure the wounds and trauma resulting from the
conflict and build back their lives collectively.
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5. REAWAKENING - To provide spiritual, psychological, material and technical support for
such people so that they can reawaken their self-confidence and self-reliance and get
back to the integrated Sarvodaya community self development process.

THE LESSONSTO BE LEARNT 005

Reconciliation requires a comprehensive programme such as Sarvodaya 5 R Programme.

Whenever a natural or manmade disaster occurred Sarvodaya used this formula to assist the
affected victims. Sometimes these programs directly transformed the thought process of the
people to perceive the folly of ethnic or political differences and religious or racial bias. A
Sarvodaya Team shared this experience in Haiiti.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PEACE AND HARMONY

The first ever conference on National Peace and Harmony after July 1983 riots was held at the
BMICH on the 1st and 2nd of October 1983. 1200 delegates from all racial and ethnic groups
participated. The four Mahanayakes of the Malwatta, Asgiriya, Amarapura and Ramanna
Nikayas and a large number of reputed monks from all parts of the country took an active role•
in the Conference. Bishops and other senior clergy from Catholic as well as other Christian
denominations, Muslim Mullas and leaders, Hindu Swamies and prominent nonpolitical Tamil
leaders, businessmen, administrators, representatives of the defence forces, etc., participated
in the first day-long discussions. The same night People's Declaration for National Peace and
Harmony was drafted by a team and was adopted on the second day evening with all the
participants signing the Declaration after a long discussion. Copies of this declaration in all
three languages were given to the President, the Prime Minister and all the MPs and other
important people and distributed countrywide for people to implement whatever they could. I
am happy to hand over to the Commission a copy of this declaration ANNEX 2 which describes
the Problem, Causes, and manner of removing the Causes.

*At this Conference it was resolved that we organize Mass Peace Rallies, Peace Walks,
Peace Meditations, Interfaith meetings, Shanthi Sena Youth Camps all over the country. The
first peace walk was from Kataragama in the South to Naga Dweepa in the North. In the first
week of December1983 nearly 30,000 of us after a night long interfaith poojas in Kataragama,
commenced our Peace Walk to Jaffna. We reached Tissamaharama having covered over 12
miles, to rest for the night, conduct our meditation program and family gathering and then
continue in the early hours of the following morning. Quite unexpectedly President
Jayewardene, whom we expected would join us at the inauguration in Kiriivehera and failed to
do so, came to Tissamaharama and publicly appealed to us, to postpone the Peace Walk giving
as his excuse a CID Report which advised him that our Peace Walk would be attacked in several
places and there would be an outbreak of violence again. He publicly said that as the leader of
this campaign, I would be assassinated on the way, according to the information received by
him. In spite of my public appeal that we were prepared to take the risk which was supported
by Ven. Prof. Walpola Rahula, Ven. Welletota Pannadassi, Ven.Ganegama Saranankara,
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Ven. Mapalagama Vipulasara, Rev. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, etc., the President insisted that we
should postpone the walk. World famous Hindu spiritual leader Swami Premananda was also
present. We had no alterative but to accede to his request as we knew that no peace effort
would succeed by confronting the government particularly after the Executive President of the
Country personally came and made the request. ( We were not that foolish not to understand
the political motive for this request.) I requested all of them to disperse, go home, and
conduct in their villages and areas, interfaith meditations and peace walks, etc., according
our BMICH Resolution.

Along with late Ven. Kirimetiyawe Pannasekera Thera, Rev. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, a few young
people to help us and five Japanese monks, from Nipponzan Myohoji who were pupils of Most
Venerable Nichidatsu Fuji, stayed back in Tissamaharama with me. On the following day early
morning we quietly took -another route, avoiding cities, through villages and continued the
Peace Walk. After about ten days of walking we stayed back while the Japanese monks
continued the walk, beating their peace drums. I joined them from time to time in important,
populated areas and joined them continuously through the Jaffna Peninsula until we reached
Naga Dweepa.

Having fulfilled our pledge we returned home the following day. But 32 year old
Ven. S .Yokotsuka stayed back at our Jaffna Centre and continued walking through Jaffna
beating the Divine Peace Drum and chanting 'Namiyo Horenge Kiyo.' On October zs" 1984 he
was assassinated by an LTTEcadre cowardly shooting him from behind.

In a letter dated October 25, 1984 he wrote to his parents:

"( feel that until now ( have not got the chance to pay homage to humanity. Now as presented
in Sambuddha Pundarika Sutra the time has come for me to die to respect humans. The
Buddhists in the South [of Lanka] respect my yellow robes. The people living here hate the
southerners. ( am now dedicated as Nam yo Horenge Kio to annihilate their hatred and to instill
ahimsa in their minds."

Later after retirement His Excellency President J R Jayawardene confessed to me that he made
a mistake by not allowing us to continue with the peace walk because he was misled by two of
his closest associates. ( refrain from mentioning their names.

THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNT 006

LEADERS OF N.t\TIONS SHOULD LEARN TO FOLLOW THE KALAMA SUTRA. WITHOUT
LISTENING ONLY TO THEIR CLOSE SYCOPHANTS AND FLATTERERS.

OUR NATIONALISM SHOULD NOT BLIND USTO THE TRUTH THAT EVERY NON-SRI LANKAN
IS NOT CONSPIRING TO DESTABILIZE OUR COUNTRY. THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLES IN THE
WORLD WHO KNOW ABOUT OUR COUNTRY GENUINELY WANTED THE WAR TO BE SETILED
PEACEFULLY.WE SHOULD REMEMBER THE RESPONSEWE HAD WHEN TSUNAMI STRUCKOUR
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COUNTRY. SINHALESE AND TAMILS ALSO SHOULD REALIZETHAT RACIAL FEELINGSARETHERE
ONLY IN A MINORITY. TOGETHER WE CAN BRING ALL OUR PEOPLE TO RESPECTONE
ANOTHER AND BUILD A PEACEFUL AND UNITED NATION.

From time to time to meet the changing state of the Peace Process we launched additional
programs. On January 1st 1987 Sarvodaya launched what we called 'A People's Peace
Offensive' (ANNEX 3) a copy of which I am placing before the Commission.

From March 1999 we launched mass peace meditation programs throughout the country,
Colombo, Kandy, Anuradhapura, Trincomalee, Batticaloe, Kataragama, Amapari and even,
Jaffna. This was called People's Peace Initiative and I am submitting to the Commission a brief
report thereof ANNEX 4.

*When communal violence broke out in the hill country, Mr. Gamini Gunawardene, the DIG in-
charge of the Central Province got in touch with us and sought our help. Immediately I rushed
there, appealed through public address system to all the people in shops and homes to open
their doors and shutters without fear and start their normal business without resorting to
violence or giving into the rioters. People responded to my appeal and within two weeks we
organized a peace meditation walk with over 50,000 Buddhist, Hindu, Muslims and Christians
participating, from Kandy to Sri Pada. Hatton route was so crowded that people had to come
down from Ratnapura route as well and direct the busses there. After that we had follow up
programmes and communal riots never occurred in the hill country to this day.

*When the sacred city of Anuradhapura was attacked by the terrorists massacring a large
number of people, pilgrims were afraid to go to Anuradhapura. We immediately organized a
peace walk from the temple gate of the sacred Tooth Relic in Kandy to Anuradhapura. When we
entered Anuradhapura after an overnight stay on the ri'' day in Mihintale, an estimated
125,000 people entered in silent meditation to the sacred city of Anuradhapura. Before this
event, I requested President Jayawardene and Prime Minister Premadasa to come with their
wives and join the meditation on the last day, incognito and without prior announcement. All
four of them were there along with service commanders in civilian dress. After that only,
pilgrims started their regular visits to Anuradhapura.

THE LESSONSTO BE LEARNT 007

Government should never depend on corrupt people, thugs, criminals and lawless elements
to come into power or to remain in power. Without fear and favour they should be dealt
with under the law. Without entertaining them a government can promote good
governance. The majority of people in a country are innocent and good. This inherent
goodness of people, Jana Shakthi, can be awakened, if the rulers are righteous. If they follow
the dharma they will not need so many security guards around them putting ordinary people
like us into lot of hardships.
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"Tsunami in December 2004, though a severe disaster yet provided a great opportunity for us
in the South to show our solidarity with our brothers and sisters in the North. While carrying
out the 5R program in the South we did an equal volume of work in the East and North. I
personally visited all LITE controlled areas in Mullativ and Killinochchi, and then Mannar and
Jaffna carrying several lorry loads of relief material. Sarvodaya did not want to miss this
opportunity which certainly was one where we could win the hearts and minds of the Tamil
people. ANNEX 5 is a report of this Tsunami relief and rehabilitation services.

In 2005 July zs" at a meeting held at BMICH, a Youth Declaration on Peace was presented to
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, the then Prime Minister. This was the result of a countrywide
consultation with youth for six months using the Ceasefire Period. At BMICH 1200 youth were
present from all over Sri Lanka. I submit to the Commission the report thereof ANNEX 6

Between 2006 and 2009, the Sarvodaya Shanthi Sena Movement promoted an Inter - Religious
Peace Project. I submit to the Commission an Evaluation of this Project ANNEX 7

With the escalation of the conflict after 2006, and keeping in line with the 5R Program,
Sarvodaya began coordinating relief programs in 2008 through its district centres in
Anuradhapura, Kantalai, Trincomalee, Vavuniya and Batticaloa, providing services to 23 of the
32 government run camps, including six zones at Menik Farm, one of the largest relief camps in
the Vavuniya District. In the early period of the relief effort Sarvodaya mobilized its national
network to provide food and other essential services. Food items were collected from villages
around the country.

Our intention was to involve all sectors of the population to take a share in solving the national
problem. For example together with the Chefs' Guild of Sri Lanka Sarvodaya developed. a
feeding program in IDP camps called "Joining Hands" where 30,000 meals were provided daily
in the Zone 2 of the Menik Farm. Also 150 youth were trained in culinary skills.

At the end of the first six months, Sarvodaya had provided over 1,176,541 meals. About
100,000 people in several camps benefited from the water, sanitation and medical services
provided by Sarvodaya. For example the two water treatment plants provided in the Zones 3
and 4 of the Menik Farm, purified about 330,000 litres of water per day. Sarvodaya also
constructed 1100 toilets, 20 bathing sites and laundry places. Another initiative was the mobile
clinic bus service which provided medical services to people in Zone 4 of the Menik Farm. The
bus had two to three doctors who treated patients who were unable to walk to the hospital.

In addition to these services Sarvodaya Legal Services Unit provided legal assistance to lOPs
who had lost their vital documents; a mobile library service consisting of over 30,000 books for
children was provided; and a special program targeting malnourished children who were given
a high nutrient diet was implemented through 17 feeding centres.
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Sarvodaya carried out all these services with the participation of several hundreds of Sarvodaya
youth volunteers of all three communities, the majority being Tamil and Muslim. Sarvodaya
adheres to International Law and Humanitarian Law in postwar activities. In all of its activities
pertaining to the conflict, Sarvodaya has been following the SPHEREInternational Standards as
well as the International Law and Humanitarian Law and strictly followed the UN Guiding
Principles on International Displacement in all its dealings with the lOPs.

When the War came to an end we were implementing a much broader, deeper and a long term
program which I am submitting you as ANNEX 8 We called it a 500 Year Peace Plan.

From the beginning of this year, once again placing our trust more on the Dharma Shakthi and
Jana Shakthi, we launched the Sarvodaya Oeshodaya National Assembly Project which we
believe will find a lasting solution to the national problem based on the concept of
"Commonwealth of Village Republics"; a concept which we inherited from the ancient Buddhist
republics of Lichchavi's and Vajjis in INDIA and also from the Anuradhapura period. ANNEX 9

Now I would like to place before the Commission, Sarvodaya views pertaining to the five
matters that the Commission is inquiring into, in addition to the already stated experiences
and lessons to be learnt. These submissions are also indicative of lessons to be learnt.

1 and 2 : Failure of the 21st February, 2002 Ceasefire Agreement

With regard to the two matters pertaining to the Ceasefire Agreement and its failure Sarvodaya
has no comments to make. All we would like to say is that, every little space we had, during this
fifty year long period in which we were involved in people's participatory peace building efforts,
we used to achieve our objectives. So when guns were silenced after the ceasefire and
communication was eased we made full use of the opportunity to strengthen our welfare,
development and peace work in villages in the North and East, in ways I have described above.
When the media asked my views on the ceasefire I said that 'I did not know what the conditions
or contents were, but as long as no killing takes place I welcome it'. In a society where killing or
intention to kill are absent a more peaceful and stable society can be achieved in a lasting
manner. I along with my wife and several colleagues made several trips to the North during the
previous occasions when fighting stopped and had discussions with community leaders,
government officers and even LTIE leaders to explore every possibility for a peaceful solution. I
kept His Excellency D. B. WIJETUNGA, the then President, informed of my visits and what I
talked with them.

3. The lessons we would learn from those events and their attendant concerns, in order to
ensure that there will be no recurrence

A necessary but not a sufficient condition, "To ensure that there will be no recurrence", is to
ascertain the root cause/s of "those events". I have already referred to some of these causes.
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"Those events" are essentially the violence which has been unleashed in the country during the
period referred to and even earlier. Whether by the legitimate armed forces of the country or
by a terrorist group "violence" is violence. This continued and intensely sustained violence over
about three decades has created a mind-set in the country at large that in any dispute,
solutions have to be found through violence.

Apart from the mind-set, the continued violence has made available to those who are not
entitled to hold such weapons a massive amounts of small arms, ammunition, hand-grenades,
etc.

Almost every day now, the newspapers carry information regarding people who attempt to
solve their grievances / problems through violent means. A mind-set which has been created
and the relatively easy availability of arms and ammunition have created a culture of violence in
the country. The nation is no longer shocked if someone or more persons are killed. It is just
another event in a long and sustained series of such events. Recently there was a research
paper report stating that there are 1.9 million small weapons illegally possessed by civilians in
the country.

A "root cause" ( not the immediate cause) for the creation of this culture of violence is the
feeling generated in the Tamil community at large that they have little to do with the
formulation of national policies in this country and to influence the way this country should
develop. Denied an adequate and fair role in the affairs of the country as a whole, it is but
natural that the Tamils should seek to carve out a part of the land where their writ would hold.
Sheer self-respect demanded such a course of action. If the Sinhala Buddhist majority was not
giving such powers through peaceful negotiations, then the only course of action left open for
the Tamils, they thought, was an armed struggle. We have to accept the fact that youth were
led on a violent path and to terrorism due the failure of the Sinhalese to comprehend this
reality.

The Tamil community as a whole and other numerically small ethnic groups should be made
to feel that they have a say in the affairs of governance in this country. We may call this
country a "Sinhala Buddhist Country" in the same way that the U.S.A or U.K or France or
Germany are called Christian countries simply because a large majority in a country profess a
particular faith or religion. It should not be the case that in a "Sinhala Buddhist Country" only
the Sinhalese Buddhists should wield political power. Political power should be shared in such a
way that every ethnic and religious group in this country feels that they have a legitimate right
to have ~n effective say in the affairs of this country and that they should be heard. This is
exactly the reason why Sarvodaya believes in a system of governance based on self governing
village communities. Sarvodaya has never hidden the fact that we were inspired by the
Buddha's Teachings and we are translating the Dhamma into action for the well being of the
whole of humanity.
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4 : The methodology whereby restitution to any person affected by these events or their
dependents or their heirs can be effected.

-

A first consideration is to identify, "any person affected by these events". Sarvodaya is of the
view that ALL persons in this country and perhaps even Sri Lankans abroad have been "affected
by these events" adversely. It is natural that anyone's immediate concerns are those who have
suffered personally and directly. They are the ones "visible". Undoubtedly they have suffered
more than the others. Bu't all of us in this country have been. affected "by these events". A
hidden danger is that some who are affected may not be aware that they have indeed been so
affected.

Sarvodaya, therefore, believes in a multi-pronged methodology - which it has in fact been
implementing from the beginning of these unfortunate events - named as the SRapproach to
which I have already referred to.

-
A very critical feature of this multi-pronged approach is that each and everyone and all of them
together are" people - to - people" interactions, the "people" being those directly affected as
well as others. It is not the case that the Sarvodaya Sangamaya, as such, implements certain
activities in selected areas. This may be the outward appearance. In actual practice it is the"
people affected directly" interacting with the others to provide the immediate relief needed;
to initiate a process of rehabilitation; to build anew where necessary; in working together,
develop and understand and generate a forgiving nature; and finally consolidate a process of
re-awakening to lay a firm foundation for a more tolerant and healthy nation to emerge.

In its approach, Sarvodaya believes very firmly, that however severely affected, what people
need is not the charity and patronage of those who "have". The foundation of all Sarvodaya
work is the great respect it has for people and the fact that, however poor, however
"affected", people do have their self-respect, their dignity and 'something to give others'.
This mutual respect and understanding is a characteristic of any Sarvodaya intervention. On
my way to Jaffna last month I saw the released IDPs who have returned to their former places
of residence engaging in cultivating their small plots of land, even though they have yet to
build permanent shelters.

Essentially the "methodology" cannot be simply a government / state intervention or
interventions by various other agencies, but a "people - to - people" process. In its, more than
five decades of voluntary services to the community, Sarvodaya has evolved practical
techniques to launch such processes. I have already given sufficient examples of people's
involvement to bring about a solution to this national problem.

• People not directly affected living and working with the "affected".
• People not directly affected contributing in kind to those "affected".
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• "Amity Camps" in affected areas and in areas not affected directly where those
affected and not affected work together can contribute immensely to the creation of
a psychological atmosphere where mistrust, fear and alienation could be minimized.

Unfortunately the leaders of this Buddhist country have forgotten the fact that the three feet
firmly placed on the ground by the lion of our national flag symbolize anicca, dukka and
anatma as much as the other foot carrying the sword of righteousness represents the Dasa
Raja Dharma. Most of our leaders in my life time ruined themselves, and the country
because they forgot impermanence [annica], unsatisfactoryness [dukka] and non ego [anatta]
as the principles that should guide their personal life. Nitya, Sukha and Atma have made most
of the leaders go 'ego-crazy', not only in my country but in most other countries as well.

From this stand point not only the leaders but even bureaucrats and their subordinates think
that they are born to rule the people of this country. Under these circumstances they treat
even people like us who have sacrificed all our lives serving the people without any expectation
of reward as a kind of mad interventionists entering into their domain. Simply because a few
non-governmental organizations have been dishonest, or supported the terrorists or got
involved in power politics, it has been a convenient practice of certain political leaders to use
the media and every platform they have, sometimes including the Parliament, to question the
integrity of even those NGOs who were doing an honest and dedicated service to affected
people.

If any government thinks that national problems could be solved by military might, bureaucratic
control and media propaganda, hasty legislation, over reliance on the Prevention of Terrorist
Act and such other legislation, it is committing a grave mistake which will reverberate on the
government later. We who are in the civil, non-governmental, and voluntary sector should be
taken into confidence by any government which wants to solve this problem non-violently and
with people's participation. Asa person who has devoted his whole life without seeking power
or positions or wealth or engaging in bribery or corruption, I must state before this Commission
on behalf of the people's sector, that I respectfully request the Commission to recommend to
the government, or any other government who will come to power later, to treat us in the
voluntary sector with respect and understanding.

5. The institutional, administrative and legislative measures which need be taken in order to
prevent any recurrence of such concerns in the future, and to promote further national unity
and reconciliation among all communities:

The prevention of, "any recurrence of such concerns in the future", requires, among other
things, an identification of the root cause/s which led to these events and the removal of such
causes. A root cause has been briefly outlined in the Sarvodaya response under Section 3 and
an indication was also given on how it may be removed. This submission is an amplification of
the latter.
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Institutional, administrative and legislative measures have to be taken to ensure that
"supremacy of the people" is not merely political rhetoric but a reality in this country. This
requires concerted and effective action at national, provincial, district, sub-district, pradeshiya
sabhas and community levels. This submission is restricted to changes at the community level,
since Sarvodaya believes that unless significant changes are made at this level, changes at other
levels, may not be effective in removing the "root cause" referred to elsewhere.

"Institutional, administrative and legislative" changes at community level

About 2 years ago, Sarvodaya noted with great pleasure that a high-powered political
delegation from Sri Lanka visited India to study the Panchayat system. The Republic of India
amended its constitution to provide for even legal power to Panchayats. A Nyaya Panchayat has
legal power. I am sorry that in the implementation of this Act, the Gandhian spirit appears to
be missing and party political systems have come into the Panchayats destroying the whole
purpose.

In more than five decades of work with Sri Lankan communities, Sarvodaya has demonstrated
that people at the community level can organize themselves and take collective decisions for
the common good and are able to implement such decisions with their own resources.
Sarvodaya has made maximum use of the existing laws to enable several thousands of
communities to realize their potential for such work for the common good.

While Sarvodaya will continue its work along these lines, it believes that enhanced legal powers
should be conferred on legally constituted and recognized community organizations which are
not creations of the government in power but are truly representative of the people.
Sarvodaya believes that attempts by all previous governments and even this government to
"grant power to the people" are marred by the irremovable desire of those in power to retain
their power. All the legislative enactments passed by parliament, ostensibly to give power to
the people contain provisions which enable those in power to retain control. E.g. Rural
Development Societies, Gramodaya Mandalayas, School Development Boards. (This is likely to
be the case for the proposed Jana Sabhas, but we have yet to see the legislative enactment,
which for some reason is not yet available for public scrutiny to my knowledge.)

In the guise of "good governance", "safe-guarding the rights of people", governments are
prone to enact legislation which essentially preserve their almost unlimited power over
people.

Sarvodaya recognizes and accepts the need for a "state" and "state power" but firmly
believes that such power should be conferred on the state by the people and not the other
way round. The political rhetoric echoes the Sarvodaya view but the reality is otherwise.

For people to feel that they have a role to play and functions to perform in the governance of
this country - other than to cast their votes once in a while - peoples' organization at the
community-level should be granted legal power and also provided with the resources to take
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decisions and also to implement them in well-defined areas which have an immediate impact
on their day-to-day life.
Some examples of work which may be assigned to a community:

o The network of minor roads which serve the community
o Forest reservations within the community
o Streams and waterways flowing through the community
o A pre-school serving the community
o A primary school serving the community
o A village fair serving the community
o A common playground
o A common library
o A Community managed Bank or Finance Development Centre
o A Community managed cooperative trading system
o A Development Education Training Centre

The above suggestion does in no way imply that each and every community should be left
severely alone to do what it wishes. Standards may be stipulated which communities should
conform to. The role of the public officers should be to offer advice and guidance to enable the
community to meet the standards and not the role of supervisory officers meting out
punishments for failure to meet standards. Over course of time these standards may be raised.
If we are really serious about devolution of power to the people, we have today at our disposal
science and communication technology which can be used to horizontally link up all
communities in Sri Lanka, using all three languages facilitating a national good governance
system where all citizens can enjoy equality without going into geographical readjustments.

The above suggestion calls for a very radical change in the concept of a "public / government
officer". Despite several decades of independence from British colonial rule, we still have
"public officers" answerable only to their superior officers, who in turn are answerable to their
superior officers and so on, until we get to the equivalent of the "British Officials" who wielded
supreme power. The only difference is that we as a nation are no longer answerable as such to
a foreign power who decides national policy. The change of name from "Grama Sevaka" to
"Grama Niladhari" is evidence for the continued existence of this mind-set epitomizing the
"rulers and the ruled".
Our national problem arises from the fact that the "rulers" in Sri Lanka from the time we gained
independence from the British have been primarily "Sinhala Buddhists". This has to change.
Sarvodaya believes that it is easier to start the change from the bottom and gradually build
up a system up to the top which is continuously answerable to the people. "National unity" is
hardly likely to arise in a country if one set of people feel that they are "ruled" by another set
and they see no possibility of this situation changing. If people are "supreme", there should
be a system where the people can continuously and effectively wield their supremacy.
Sarvodaya believes that such a system can be evolved starting with village communities. We
can constructively use Science and Communication Technology we have at hand to link up all
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these self governing communities together horizontally. Geographical divisions people are
demanding will become irrelevant in an evolutionary process like that. Such a system will
certainly elevate to the top the cream of our human potential from bottom up irrespective of
the fact that they are Sinha la, Tamil, Muslim, Burger, Malay or any other race.

Conclusion
If the government and the people of this country are serious about a lasting solution to the
problem we have been discussing it is essential to bring about a total transformation in an
integrated way in the Consciousness of the people, in the Economy of the country and the
Power relationships. These proposals are explained in clarity in the 1st annexure I have
submitted.
Honourable Chairman and Members of the Commission, Honourable Sirs,Madam, Thank you
for your kind attention. I am prepared to answer any of your questions to the best of my ability.

Submitted by:
Dr. A.T.Ariyaratne,
President- Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement,
Damsak Mandira, Moratuwa. Sri Lanka.
2010. November 9th

.

Email: atariyaratne@gmail.com
Mobile: 0 777 899 196

Annex:
1. PROPOSALBYSARVODAYA STAFFIN THE LIGHT OF THE TOTAL SARVODAYA PROGRAMME.
2. PEOPLE'SDECLARATION FOR NATIONAL PEACEAND HARMONY.
3. A PEOPLE'SPEACEOFFENSIVE.
4. A PEOPLE'SPEACEINITIATIVE.
5. FROM WAVES OF COMPASSION TO WAVES OF TRANSFORMATION: SARVODAYA'STSUNAMI
TO DESHODAYA PLAN DURING THE FIRSTYEAROF ACTION.
6. A PROPOSALOF THE YOUTH OF SRI LANKA TO USHER IN A PERIOD OF SUSTAINABLEPEACE
IRRESPECTIVEOF RELIGIOUSAND ETHNIC DIFFERENCES.
7. STRATEGICREVIEW OF THE INTER-RELIGIOUSPEACEPROJECTIN SRI LANKA IMPLEMENTED
BYSARVODAYA SHANTHISENA-2006-2009.
8. THESARVODAYA PEACEACTION PLAN.
9. SARVODAYA APPROACH TO THE NEW CENTURYDESHODAYA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
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