
..

Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC)

Submissions of Senaka Weeraratna

January 13, 2011

Good Afternoon to all of you.

Before I begin let me thank the Chairman and the distinguished members of the Commission,
and the Secretary Mr. S.B.Atugoda, for providing me with an opportunityto appear before the
Commission to present my views which have been shaped by my exposure toIssues that are of
great concern to the Commission, in a number of capacities.

Before I proceed any further it is also my humble duty to pay an unqualified tribute to the
soldiers of the three armed forces and the Police and the families of the soldiers and Policewho
had sacrificed their valuable lives to keep this country intact and safe for both the present and
future generations. We are able to meet today in safety unhindered by the threat of hostilities
and belligerence in various parts of the country largely as a result of their heroic sacrifices and
unwavering commitment and dedication to the preservation of unity and integrity of Sri Lanka.

When troubles started in Sri Lanka in July 1983, I was in Melbourne, Australia. I had by then
completed my post - graduate studies in law at Monash University and was serving as a Legal
Officer in the newly formed Office of the Australian Federal Special Prosecutor. The Sri Lankan
expatriate community in Melbourne was very much shaken by the unfolding events in Sri
Lanka, and some of us decided to convene a meeting immediately to discuss what could be
done on our part to arrest the deteriorating situation in Sri Lanka.The meeting was attended by
well known Sri Lankan personalities drawn from the various professions and other walks of life,
and it had representation from almost every major ethnic and religious group in Sri Lanka.The
formation of the OverseasSri Lankans' Organisation for National Unity (OSLONU)was the final
outcome of a series of Meetings that we held in private homes and at Monash University. I
played a pioneering role in the formation of OSLONU and served initially as its Assistant
Secretary and subsequently as its Joint Secretary together with Dr. Ranjith Hettiarachi. The
founding President of OSLONUwas Professor e.G. Weeramantry. The inaugural meeting was
held at the University of Melbourne. It was well attended.

Our primary role in the early days was combating large scale disinformation on Sri Lankaon the
part of expatriate Tamils who had had a head long start in this respect. We also co-ordinated
activities with the Government of Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan Embassiesand High Commissions, and
other expatriate groups in various parts of the world. Our statements were published in
leading newspapers in Australia and elsewhere decrying unfounded allegations and distortion
of historical events and in turn the denigration of Sri Lanka. We defended the good name of Sri
Lanka and convinced people living abroad including the foreign media, that there was another
point of view in respect to the matter of civil unrest caused by ethnic tension in some parts of
Sri Lanka, which they must take into consideration before forming judgment. The support and
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assistance given by Overseas Sri Lankansto Sri Lanka's cause at a time of its greatest need in
contemporary history constitutes a significant chapter by itself and will be remembered by
posterity in a fitting way.

After spending close to twenty years in Australia, I returned to Sri Lanka in year 2000. In the
succeeding years I had an opportunity to observe at close quarters the working of ~he Ceasefire
Agreement (CFA)when I commenced working at the Government PeaceSecretariat (SCOPP)in
July 2006, initially as a Deputy Director (Economic Affairs) and later in the capacity of Acting
Director (Research). I handled media related matters and was the founding Editor of the SCOPP
Quarterly Journal. I accompanied the APRCdelegation to India in October 2006. I played a
pioneering role in conceiving and co- organizing the Counter - Terrorism Conference held at the
BMICH in October 2007. My tenure at SCOPPended with the closing down of SCOPPon July 31,
2009, an institution then viewed by the authorities as redundant in the light of the defeat of
terrorism by the Government of Sri Lanka.

Submissions

Having read the submissions of a number of individuals who have appeared before the
Commission in the past few weeks I have decided not to traverse the same grounds but instead
try to draw the attention of the Commissions to several other matters that are also relevant
and need to be taken into account when attempting to understand the factors that have
contributed to the conflict, and in fashioning remedies. I am aware of the complexities of the
issues involved and that there is no easy answer. However we all owe a duty despite our
limitations to make a contribution to prevent the recurrence of this conflict that hasconsumed
almost thirty years of the life of the nation and its peace-loving people.

I will dwell on the following themes:

a) Some root causesthat have contributed to a senseof historical injustice
b) Western interference in South Asia and South East-Asia
c) Role of schools and massmedia in promoting integration and patriotism
d) Developing plural, multi-cultural and prosperous communities in the Northern and

Eastern Provinces of Sri lanka.

Some root causes that have contributed to a sense of historical injustice

If year 1956 is seen as the critical year that made Tamils feel marginalized because of the
enactment of the Sinhala Only Bill and in turn providing the Tamil community a grievance and
sense of being victims of an injustice then in the same breadth we must go back in time to year
1505 which saw the arrival of the Portuguese in Sri Lanka and set in motion a train of events
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leading to occupation of Sri Lanka by three Western Christian Powers and enslavement of the
people of this country and destruction of the indigenous religion and culture.

All three western colonial powers namely the Portuguese, the Dutch and the British that
governed Sri Lanka in varying degrees during the period 1505 - 1948, had as the cornerstone of
their imperial policy the conversion of the Sinhala Buddhists and the Tamil Hindus into
Christianity. This enterprise had the blessings of the highest strata of people of the imperial
countries including the Crown, the State and the Church. The avowed political' objective in
converting the colonized was to transfer their allegiance from the local sovereign to the foreign
sovereign, and alienate the converted from identification with their traditional religion, culture,
language and sense of self- determination. This diabolical plan invariably required the use of
manipulative methods of conversion e.g. force, fraud and allurement, and the repression of
indigenous religions i.e. Buddhism and Hinduism, by both overt and covert means.

It is ironical to note that some of the Western countries that champion human rights in the modern era
and lecture on religious liberty to descendants of the persecuted victims in the Third World,are the very
countries that had in the past systematically violated the human rights of the colonised in non -
Christian societies, in particular the latter's inalienable rights to freedom of religious worship.

The seeds of separation of people on grounds of either ethnicity or religion were first planted in
Portuguese controlled territory by the Portuguese when they forbade Christians to live together or
lodge with non - Christians. Buddhist Temples, Hindu Kovils and Muslim Mosques were
systematically destroyed by the Portuguese and Roman Catholic churches were built on or near
the sites of such destruction. Income drawn from the lands belonging to Buddhist Temples,
Hindu Kovils etc. were channeled to support and maintain Roman Catholic Churches and
missionary educational institutions. (see Boxer, C.R., The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415-
1825 (London: Hutchinson».

Fernao de Queyroz, in his work 'The Temporal and Spiritual Conquest of Ceylon' (translated
by Father S.O. Perera) provides a list of the names of Catholic Churches built on destroyed
Buddhist sites.

It is the sense of historical injustice caused primarily to the Sinhala Buddhists of this country by
the western powers through their occupation of this land for nearly 450 years that resulted in
the publication of the Buddhist Commission Report under the auspices of the All Ceylon
Buddhist Congress in 1956. It provides in great detail instances of crimes against humanity such as
mass murder, war crimes, religious and ethnic cleansing, the theft of cultural artifacts, forcible
conversion, large - scale destruction and plunder of Buddhist and Hindu Temples and seats of higher
learning in the country.

The historian Paul E. Peiris observes:
II They (the Portuguese) found in Ceylon a contented race, and a fairly prosperous country .....
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and it is melancholy to reflect that they succeeded in producing nothing but chaos. Out of a long list of
high - born Hidalgos whom Portugal sent to Ceylon, it is difficult to point to one name as that of an
enlightened statesman and high - principled administrator ....

No stately fabric remains as compensating for that religious fanaticism to which ample witness is borne
by the devastated ruins of those lovely structures which the piety of generations had strewn broadcast
over the country ... Their bequest to the Dutch was a colony of half -castes, a failing agriculture, a
depopulated country, and a miserable and ill - conditioned people ... They had in Ceylon an opportunity
almost unique in the experience of European nations in the East, but their moral fibre had proved
unequal to the occasion..."( Peiris, P.E. quoted in the ' Betrayal of Buddhism' Abridged version
of the.Report of the Buddhist Committee ofInquiry, 1956, ix -x)

Historian Tikiri Abeysinghe in his book' Portuguese Rule in Ceylon 1594 - 1612 ' observes
that the whole machinery of the Portuguese controlled State was geared to achieve two
complementary ends, namely that the local religions i.e. Buddhism, Hinduism be denied public
existence and secondly holding out every inducement to the convert. Abeysinghe then adds
'The persecution of Buddhism during these years of Portuguese rule was more severe than

the persecution of Catholicism under the Dutch' (Abeysinghe, Tikiri, Portuguese Rule in
Ceylon 1594 - 1612 (Colombo: Lake House Investments, 1966 ) page 209.

The book 'Revolt in the Temple' (1953) by D.C.Wijewardena also provides in ample measure details and
insights on the persecution and harm caused primarily to the Sinhala Buddhists of this country during
the period of western colonial rule.

The Political Revolution in 1956

The political revolution that took place in 1956 through the ballot was not meant to marginalize or
suppress the Tamils. One of its primary purposes was to win back the lost historical rights of the Sinhala
Buddhists -lost under 450 years of western colonial rule. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, the leader of the MEP,
that won the general election in 1956 had accepted the recommendations of the Buddhist Commission
Report and had pledged to implement these recommendations if returned to power. The Sinhala Only
Act and several other legislative changes that took place alongside must be seen in the context of a
newly emerging nation breaking free from the shacklesof western colonial domination and restoring to
itself the powers that it enjoyed in the pre-colonial era.

Western interference in South Asia and South East -Asia

Paraphrasing Karl Marx let me say this' A spectre is haunting South Asia and South East Asia.

The spectre of Christian evangelism, conversion into Christianity and the push for secession of

Christian dominated regions from the parent state".

In this respect I would like to draw your attention to a 5 part series of articles that appeared in the Sri
LankaGuardian under the title' Myth of Christian contribution to Tamil' by Thamizhchelvan {Sri Lanka
Guardian (Sunday, July 25, 2010))
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It is an eye opening article. But what would be most relevant to the LessonsLearnt and Reconciliation
Commission is this passage:

, All Christian missionaries from Robert De Nobili to Robert Caldwell, all Christian priests like
Thaninayagam and evangelists like Deivanayagam,worked and are working for the same agenda of
hijacking Tamil language, erasing its Hindu identity, destroying the native culture, converting the natives
and ultimately forming a Tamil Christian Nation comprising Tamil Nadu and North and East of Sri
Lanka'

weblinks
http://bharatabharati.wordpress.com/2010/08/02/myth-of-christian-contribution-to-tamil-
thamizhchelvan

Myth of Christian contribution to Tamil- 1

http://www;srilankaguardian.org!2010/07/myth-of-christian-contribution-to-tamil.html

Myth of Christian contribution to Tamil- 2

http://www.haindavakeralam.com/hkpage.aspx7PageID=11699&SKIN=C

Part No.5

Myth of Christian contribution to Tamil- 3

http://www.sriiankaguardian.org/2010/07/myth-of-christian-contribution-to-tamiJ_23.html

http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2010/07/myth-of-christian-contribution-to-tamil_25.html

According to this writer Thamizhchelvan, the real danger to the Tamils whether in Tamilnadu or Sri
Lanka is (not from the Sinhalese but) from Christian missionaries and their hired hands. He says:

(I Dravidian racists, lacking in pride, passion and patriotism, have joined hands with the Church and
Christian establishments to alienate the Tamil region from the national mainstream. The situation is
ominous, and we need to defeat the nefarious designs of vested interests at any cost. The present
political climate In both Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka is not encouraging and the political establishments
are of no help in both regions. The onus lies on Tamils living in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.They must re-
Hinduise their identity and reiterate themselves with pride, passion and perseverance. They must
understand that their language, music, art and architecture are all part and parcel of the Great Hindu
culture inherited from the Vedic civilisation, which evolved along the sacred rivers Sindhu and Saraswati.

Tamil identity is linked to the broader Hindu identity. We witness this in Carnatic music, the
Bharatanatyam dance form, temple architecture, sculpture, classical literature, politics and overseas
trade. The Sangam era literature may not have been explicitly religious in theme, but whenever the
early poems referred to religious practice, one discerns Hindu observance as in the worship of Mayon or
Vishnu, Seyon or Murugan, Kotravai or Durga, Venthan or Indra, and Varuna.
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Immediate post-Sangam works like Tirukkural, Silapadhikaram and Manimekalai resonate even more
with the broader Indic philosophic currents. The subsequent era of the Thevaram and Naalaayira Dhivya
Prabandham or Hindu devotional classics sponsored the growth of Tamil imperial power and the
political consolidation of the land which in turn facilitated overseas trade and prosperity. Agriculture
and irrigation grew in no small measure. The origins of the Tamil language and its development were
linked throughout history with the broader Indic world. Let's never forget that!

This explains why the Thiruvaachakam is sung at the coronation of the Thai king, why .the traditional
'Tamil New Year' in April is the 'New Year' observed in Cambodia and Burma, and the Tamil influence in
the Hindu religious iconography of Indonesia. The Hindu identity is connected even to New Zealand.The
bronze temple bell presumably gifted by the Maoris (tribals of what later became New Zealand) to
Protestant missionary William Colenso (around 1836) contained Tamil inscriptions I

Tamil is Hindu; Tamil culture is Hindu culture; Tamil tradition is Hindu tradition; Tamil heritage is a
continuity with the Vedic civilisation which evolved on the banks of Sindhu-Saraswati and flows down to
Kanyakumari"

Courtesy: Sri Lanka Guardian (Sunday,July 25, 2010)

India - Christian armed separatist movements in Nagaland and Mizoram

Tribal people have been converted to Christianity in Nagaland and Mizoram and they are now

leading a campaign to secede these territories from India. It has been pointed out that the

Maoist insurgent movement in these and other parts of India is abetting the Tribals and though

ostensibly Marxist it has its headquarters in the United States and receives large scale funds
from Christian International organizations such as World Vision. The signs are ominous and we

can take lessons from these trends and happenings in India.

Role of schools in promoting integration and patriotism

a) Buddhist Schools in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka

The Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission should explore all avenues to recommend the
establishment of Buddhist Schools in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka, that would co-
exist side by side with Hindu and Christian Schools in these Provinces.

Tamils and Muslims who have attended Buddhist Schools like Ananda,Nalanda, Mahinda, Maliyadeva
Vidyalaya etc. in the southern part of Sri Lanka have established strong bonds with fellow Sinhala
Buddhist students and have acquired deep seated understanding of the culture and ethos of the Sinhala
Buddhist Civilization. The Sinhala Buddhist culture is the dominant culture of the country and the centre
of gravity of the nation. It is this Buddhist civilization more than any other religious or ethnic grouping
that has contributed over a long span of time i.e. over two millennia, laying the foundation for the
moral, spiritual and economic development of this country. This is a ground reality that must be
accepted by everyone if we are to proceed together in nation building.
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Non - Buddhist students are also grateful for the education and the kick start in life that they have
received from Buddhist schools. It is unfortunate that the initiative of Col. Olcott and the BTSto give an
education within a Buddhist environment was not extended to Tamil students in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces thereby allowing various Christian denominations to virtually monopolise the delivery
of high school education to students in the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

It is mostly old boys of these Christian schools (and Hindu Schools) that formed the bulk of the cadres of
the terrorist movement, and the political leadership of the Tamil separatist movement beginning with
the Federal Party in the late 194Os.

Any strategy to prevent a recurrence of what we went through in the last 30 years must include
mechanisms that will orientate the young child particularly in the North and East to be patriotic, to
accept and respect the culture and history of the nation, and most importantly to integrate with the
Sinhalese and the Buddhists, and other sections of the community in nation building.

It is the failure of existing schools in the North and East to inculcate patriotism and sense of
togetherness with the rest of the country that has contributed to a sense of alienation among Tamils
and other minorities. We must correct this situation.

Further , we must take note of the fact that Christian schools in the ultimate sense have a different
agenda which is not in line with the national agenda. While Christian schools do provide an education of
value to kick start a career of a young student, it is by no means in their scheme of education to bring
students close to the dominant Buddhist culture or the national ethos of the country. In fact the
Christian Church is by definition missionary. Its primordial goal is evangelization.

, remember reading in one of Professor G.P. Malalasekera's articles of an incident relating to Father
Copplestone, Warden of St. Thomas College. Father Copplestone had visited Calcutta, India at the
beginning of the last century, and delivered a lecture at the local Y.M.C.A. on the system of education at
St. Thomas College. During question time members of the audience had asked Father Copplestone
whether he was enrolling Buddhist students and if so, why he was spending valuable resources on the
education of non - Christians. Father Copplestone had then replied by saying that their primary aim
through education was to convert a Buddhist student to Christianity. However those who fail to be
converted to Christianity would remain weak Buddhists, he had added.

Dr. N.M. Perera in his autobiography published in the 'Sunday Observer' some years ago referred to
attempts made by a teacher at St. Thomas College to convert him to Christianity while he was a student
there which were unsuccessful, and he further said that when he changed schools from St. Thomas to
Ananda College in the early 1920's he experienced a wide difference in the respective school cultures.
The focus of attention in the former was usually on matters outside Sri Lanka, while at Ananda College
the class room discussions were centered around day to day events in this country and imbued with a
patriotic flavour.

The establishment of Buddhist Schools in the North and East on a long term basis with the full backing of
the Government of Sri Lanka and the Buddhist Community within and outside Sri Lanka can be expected
to arrest fissiparous tendencies in the Tamil community.
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b) Collation and publication of School Songs in one Digest

National integration through schools can be enhanced by the collation and publication of

School Songs in one Digest preferably in all three languages. Most of these school songs capture

the essence of values held high by the founders of the school, and the natural beauty of the

landmarks of the particular district the school is located. These songs have an uplifting sublime

quality. They are worthy of being shared and appreciated by the wider public, including school
children of other schools in other districts.

c) National School Song

The composition of a national school song containing the best elements drawn from the various

school songs to be sung together at gatherings of school children drawn from various schools is
another proposal of this paper. The lyrics of this proposed song should be directed towards

promoting the unity of the people of this country and have a transcendent flavour of showing

compassion for other living beings, a moral sentiment having deep roots in this country.

The Role of the Press

11 The Press is an instrument which is primarily meant to serve the real interests of a country. It can also
be misused. If we were not satisfied that the newspapers of the Lake House and the Times groups were
guilty of anti -national and anti - Buddhist conduct on a large scale, we would not have recommended a
drastic change in the ownership of the newspapers belonging to these groups. From the evidence placed
before us we are satisfied that the existing newspapers did not hesitate to fabricate, suppress, slant or
distort news and views whenever it suited them. They have been further guilty of anti - national and
anti - Buddhist activities, which are more serious than the earlier mentioned lapses on their part.
Indeed, the most vehement critics of the present activities of the Presswere the Buddhists and some of
their organisations, and we are satisfied that their grievances are genuine and should be removed.

Buddhist leaders have been falsely accused of being intolerant. Their hopes and ambitions
receive scant consideration, and the rightful place due to their religion has being denied to it by
the newspapers. This has been deliberately done in order to help the minorities, in particular, the
Christian minorities, to perpetuate the unjust privileges acquired by them during the last four
centuries at the expense of the Buddhist Majority. "

Paragraph 212, Page 90 Final Report of the Press Commission (1964)

The Final Report ofthe PressCommission (1964) is a significant historical document. It is the first Public
Report that exposes among other things, the anti - national and anti -Buddhist conduct of mostly the
English language newspapers of the LakeHouse (also known asthe Associated Newspapers of Ceylon
ltd: which was then, privately owned) and the Times of Ceylon ltd. groups. This Report provides a rare
insight into the conduct of the Pressin Sri Lankawith a special emphasis on the factors that influence
policy formulation and editorial direction of local newspapers. It also shows with reference to a series of
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instances of abuse of Press freedom, the manner in which a wrong impression is created in the minds of

the readers on matters of national importance, through slanting, distortion arid fabrication of letters,

and by various editorial stratagem.

Mr. William Gopallawa. Govemor- General, appointed the Press Commission upon a
recommendation of the Government of Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, in September 1963. The
Commission was required to investigate and report on a series of matters concerning the
ownership, management and reform of the National Press, pursuant to the expression of grave
dissatisfaction by the public, Buddhist organisations and Members of Parliament about the state
and activities of the Press.

A former Supreme Court Judge, Mr. Justice K.D. de Silva, headed the Press Commission. The other two

Commissioners were

1) Mr. S. W. Walpita (lawyer), and

2) Mr. W.E. Abeyakoon (a District Judge). Mr Abeyakoon was appointed to fill the vacancy created bv

the resignation of Mrs. Thejawathie Gunawardhana on November 19,1963.

The public sittings of the Commission commenced on December 5, 1963 and were continued till June

30, 1964. In all, sittings were held on 107 days. 15 Assoctatlons and 59 individuals gave evidence, while

75 Memoranda were received from the Public. The Commission terminated its public sittings on June

30, 1964. An Interim Report was released on July 28, 1964 and a Final Report on September 28, 1964.

Conduct of the Press

The Press Commission observed that the Press of this country, almost as a whole, had not
conformed to the general principles of journalism followed in democratic countries. The
witnesses had charged the Press with the publication of news, which was slanted, distorted or
fabricated in order to serve the masters who owned these newspapers. Two additional charges
were also levelled against the Press, which the Commission considered as ' somewhat unusual
and can seldom be framed against the Press in other democratic countries. These two charges are
that our newspapers have conducted themselves in a manner hostile to the interests of the
country and Buddhism, the religion professed by the vast majority of the permanent population. '
(press Commission Report (hereinafter cited as PCR) para 18, page 12).

Patriotism in newspapers

" If these English language newspapers were sufficiently patriotic they could have made a very
useful contribution to bringing about unity among the various communities after the country
achieved its independence. They should have advised the minority groups to adapt themselves to
the changing circumstances and exhorted the majority to be generous towards the former. They
failed to do that. What they consistently did was to poison the minds of the minority groups and
encourage them to fight to retain the unjust privileges they had received during the era of foreign
domination. " (PCR para 112. page 56)
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Relative influence of the Newspapers

..

" The journalists manning the Sinhala language newspapers knew fully well that this policy was wrong

and unpatriotic but they themselves were compelled to follow, though unwittingly, the same policy due

to pressure exerted on them by the management" (PCR para 113, page 56)

The Report states that most of the politically and economically influential people in this country rely
primarily on English language newspapers, and only seldom read what appear in the Sinhala language
newspapers. (PCR para 45, page 25)

Communalism in the Press

On the issue of communalism in the Press, the Report quotes Or. K.N. Jayatillake, Professor of

Philosophy, University of Ceylon, as follows:

" With regard to the English reading public, the impression has been created that the communal
and religious minorities must get together and oppose the Sinhalese Buddhist majority if they are
to get any rights at all. The point of view is put forward that the Sinhalese Buddhist majority is
intolerant and is trying to deprive the minorities of their rights. As a matter of fact it is not so."
(PCR para 46, pages 25 -26)

Conduct of the Tamil Press

In respect to the conduct of the Tamil Press i.e. the Virakesari, the Report quotes V.A. Kandiah
and G. Kumaralingam, members of the Ceylon Journalists Association and sub -editors of the '
Tholaly , as saying , It is carrying on a continuous communal propaganda in issue after 'issue.
Virakesari is owned and run by Indian nationals, and as such their purpose is to spread the idea
of Indian domination of this country and condition the people ' Referring to the ' Thinakaran ' of
the Lake House group and the Virakesari, Mr. Kumaralingam was quoted as saying , Briefly
these papers are infecting the Tamil population with communalism, thus disrupting the unity of
the Sinhalese and Tamil people. These papers should be properly controlled to enable us to play
up national unity.' (PRC para 47, page 26)

Spreading of false communal propaBanda

The Report specifically refers to the' Ceylon Daily Mirror', 'Ceylon Observer' and the Times of
Ceylon' as newspapers largely responsible for spreading the communal propaganda line that the
minorities in this country were denied their due rights, and that they were treated as second class
citizens. These newspapers promoted the view that the position of the minority groups was
analogous to that which existed in South Africa Angola and Rhodesia, where the indigenous
black Africans were subject to blatant racial discrimination. The Press Commission observes in
relation to this media campaign of disinformation that' there is no English language newspaper
published here which points out the falsity of this mischievous propaganda. Added to this, there
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is a vicious whispering campaign carried on, at a personal level, in England and the USA against
the Sinhala people.' (PRC para 48, page 26)

Sir Nicholas Attygalle, the Vice - Chancellor of the University of Ceylon in his evidence said
that he had come across mischievous propaganda against the Sinhalese on his visits to England
and USA, and he believed that the source of this false news was our own leading newspapers.
(pRC para 49, page 27)

The PressCommission observes that 0 As a result of this campaign one naturally finds a hostile (foreign)
press against this country, and an atmosphere of prejudice is created thereby against Ceylon. Indeed, it
is unfortunate that there is no organisation available at the moment to present an accurate and
impartial picture of what is actually happening here." (PRCpara 49, page 27).

Anti - national Activities

Though the local newspapers had been consistently engaged in grandiloquent talk of the freedom of the
press, and of their vigilance in protecting the human rights of the citizen the PressCommission Report
observes that this vigilance was not sufficiently maintained to prevent an attempt to bring down the
Government by force in the early part of 1962.

The Report states that certain witnesses had alleged that the Times of Ceylon was aware that a coup dO
etat was going to be attempted in the early part of 1962. While conceding that there was not sufficient
evidence to accept that view with certainty, the Report points out that the editorial comments of the
Times of Ceylon during the two months preceding January 27, 1962, were calculated to generate
confusion in the minds of its readers and provoke hostility against the lawfully constituted Government.
The Report adds that the role the Times of Ceylon adopted' was not however to warn the Government
and the people, but on the other hand to prepare the people psychologically to accept the new
Government when established. 0 (PRepara 51, page 27).

Publication of World Buddhist News
The' Yomiuri Shimbun 0 the largest and the most powerful newspaper in Japan has a total circulation of
over 5 million. Out of its 16 pages, 3 pages are exclusively devoted daily to the publication of World
Buddhist News. The PressCommission Report adds that" according to the evidence placed before them
it is very difficult to obtain coverage in our newspapers for important Buddhist functions and events.•• (
PCRpara 213 page 91).

Dr. K.N. Jayatilleke in his evidence said that foreign news which was of real interest to the
Buddhists was never given the publicity it deserved. He recalled one incident where on
proceeding to lake House to hand over an article, he had been shown some Reuter's news
telegrams. He had then noticed a large number of items of news of interest to Buddhists but
that these were never published. He said that the explanation may lie in the fact that the Editor
who was not a Buddhist, was not interested in publishing something which would have been of
interest to the majority of the people of this country. (peR para 159, page 71)
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Sri Lanka's English media has no interest in looking at issuesthreatening Buddhist interests
whether in Sri Lankaor overseas from a Buddhist perspective. Christian proselytising in India,
Nepal, Mongolia and other Asian countries are almost never reported in Sri Lanka'smainstream
English press.

South Korea in 1952 had a 80% Buddhist majority. Almost 60 years later the population of the
Buddhists had plummeted to 22%. Now Buddhism in South Korea is referred to asthe second
largest religion, by international news agencies.

More than 46 years after the PressCommission had noted the scant attention the mainstream
English newspapers gave to global Buddhist events, the situation remains largely the same.

The PressCommission Report (1964) provides a senseof' deja vu 'to those who have lived long
enough to witness a brief period of Buddhist renaissancenearly half a century ago, and are now
seeing the state of play in the Mass Media in this opening decade of the 21st Century. To the
others, particularly those born in the post-1956 period and who are nevertheless concerned
about the accuracy and adequacy of the coverage given to Buddhism and the Buddhist
viewpoint in the newspapers, the Report provides much food for thought.

The Report could not be implemented as the Government that appointed the PressCommission
was shortly after the release of the Report defeated at the General Elections held in 1965. The
scope of the investigation and its findings, nevertheless stand out as a unique undertaking in
the history of this country, aimed at rectifying serious problems in the ownership, management
and editorial direction of leading newspaper groups.

Proposal

The time has come for the establishment of a Mass Media Commission to inquire into the state
of the Mass Media in Sri Lanka in all their ramifications and provide recommendations for
reform of the press and other mass media agencies.

Developing plural, multi-cultural and prosperous communities in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces of Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka is the homeland for every Sri Lankan. No part of this country should be set aside to
any particular group on the basis of a 'traditional homeland'. If that were to happen that would
be the first step towards balkanization of the country which was averted in the nick of time by
the courage and bravery of our soldiers. We must ensure that their sacrifices were not in vain.
We can prevent to a large extent the recurrence of this conflict If we succeed in developing
plural, multi-cultural and prosperous communities in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri
Lanka in step with the rest of Sri Lanka.
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