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7th September 2010

Secretary to the Commission of Inquiry on Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation

Dear Sir,

Commission of Inquiry on "lessons learnt and Reconciliation"

We are happy about the appointment of the Commission to inquire into the lessons learnt from the~

prolonged ethnic conflict of the past three decades and study ways and means of bringing about a

permanent reconciliation between the Sinhala and Tamil peoples.

We would like to draw the attention .of the Commission to the following:

, )

1. In order to learn all the lessons from the conflict we believe it is necessary to go beyond 2002, up

to Independence and subsequent political developments which finally precipitated the taking up

of arms by the radicalized Tamil youth.

2. In connection with the above we strongly feel that the two major Sinhala political parties, the

SLFP and the ·UNP played politics With the Tamil minority in order to come to power and remain

in power. regardless of the concerns and aspirations of the Tamil people. This not only

exacerbated the negative feelings of the Tamil people but also weakened the capacity of the

State to work towards an impartial solution acceptable all stake-holders.

3. The politicization of public life has been the bane of the political life of Sri Lanka. The dismantling

of the independence of the public service by the Bandaranaike regime paved the way for

rampant interference of politicians of every hue to achieve personal and partisan purposes, at

the expense of the public good. Hence immediate steps should be taken to de-politicise the

public service and ensure, in particular, the judiciary is independent, free of all political

influence.

4. Partisan political interests and agendas' in the South have prevented Govts. from giving a genuine

ear to the very real grievances of the people of the North and East. They were often dismissed as

matters which did not merit serious concern. Without an attitude change in this regard no

genuine rapprochement is possible.

5. The language problem has been a major factor in the origins and development of the ethnic

conflict. Though the Tamil language was given parity of status in (after much damage had

been done), its subsequent implementation left much to be desired,reinforcing in the Tamil mind.

that there was no genuine desire on the part of the State to remedy even an obvious it~m of

discrimination.

6.. We fail to see any genuine attempts on the part of the State to, buildup a Sri Lankan identity

common to al] ethnic; groups. On the contrary many measures in the areas of education, of public

administration, of.dernographic changes in the North-East wereseen as evidence of attempts to
~ .' . ; -'! .'

establish the dominance of Sinhala presence and culture.
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7. The two major political parties responsible for politicization of Sri Lankan public service to gain

power or to remain in power, providing employment opportunities for their supporters in the

state sector for the last 50 years. This has created inefficiency in the public service. The minority

ethnic and religious groups not duly represented in the public service in accordance with their

due percentage in population. Steps should be taken to depoliticize the public service and

provide employment opportunities according to the racial and religious percentage cf the

population, including the armed services, the police and all other state institutions. This will

provide equal opportunity for all ethnic and religious groups and help to build a Sri Lankan

Nation.

P·J 8.. Both, Governments in the South and latterly (after 1983) the LTTE,adopted intransigent positions
which left. little room for manouvre towards any convergence. The failure of several attempts at

talks between the Govt ..and the LTTEshowed that there was no real political will on their part to

achieve a consensus. Now that the LTTE has been eliminated the Govt. is in a position to be more

flexible and understanding.

9. We are supportive of the efforts of the Govt. to develop the North and East economically with

major infra structure projects etc. But no genuine reconciliation can take place unless the Govt. in

addition, takes genuine steps to win the minds and hearts of the Tamil people by addressing their

concerns regarding justice, rehabilitation (lands, housing, livelihood), human rights etc. They are,

even now, generating strong feelings of anger and resentment.

10. In this regard, the perceived "militarization" of the North through a .heavy presence of the

military will go' counter to the objective of winning the confidence of the Tamil people. The

military should be deployed only to the extent necessary to maintain law and order. Up to now

. the reasonable expectations of the Tamil for a civil Govt. in the North has not been met.

11. Finally we should not fail to keep in mind that Sinhala and Tamil people have an ancient common

origin and enjoy a shared heritage in the country spanning over two millennia. Occasional

episodes of war have not ruptured the bond between them irreparably. It appears the military

victory of the Sinhala people over the LTTElays on obligation to be humble and magnanimous in

victory, as required by all the religions, to extend a hand of partnership to the Tamil people, to

heal the wound and go forward united together with the other communities to build a united,

peaceful and prosperous Sri Lanka
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S.L.M.J.P.R. REPRESENTATIONS TO THE COMMISSION - 22-11-2010

1. Introduction of SLMJPR - Promoting Social Justice and Peace in our Motherland.

Although a Catholic Church-based Organization, it functions devoid of any religious

or racial discrimination. One of its outstanding achievements is promoting the

inauguration of CONGRESS OF RELIGIONS - the premier inter-religious organization

in Sri Lanka.

2. We hereby endorse the representations made by the delegations from the Congress of

Religions and the Catholic Church.

3. May we submit that Lessons Learnt extend beyond 2002 - Reference Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 &
8 of our Representations (Marked IA') and an extract of Catholic Church Representation.:;

(Marked 'B').

4. Teachings of Lord Buddha -In my opinion, some of our Buddhist brethren don't adhere

to the essence of His teachings-

May I respectfully quote" Na jachcha Vasalo hoti; Na jachcha hoti Brahmano,
Kammano Vasalo hoti; Kammano hoti Brahmano:"
Accordingly, we should not judge a person by his birth, but should be according to

his character, actions and behaviour.

"5abbe saththa Bhavanthu 5ukhi thaththa," - Let all being be happy and devoid of

any suffering.

This denotes that MAITHRIYA has no bounds or limitations.

Accordingly, whatever we say or do, we are forbidden from any discriminatory

attitude against anyo~on religious or racial or any other differences.

May I submit that non-adherence to the teachings of Lord Buddha and Leaders of

other Religions could be the main cause of political, social and Economic problems in

our country.

5. ROAD TOWARDS RECONCILIATION: Reference to 9,10 & 11 of our REPRESENTATIONS

(Marked 'C')

In conclusion, may I submit that:-

a) Addressing the long-standing grievances of the Tamil Community is a pre-

requisite for Reconciliation.

b) The State should not delay anymore, the work towards DEVOLUTION OF POWER

TO THE PERIPHERY.

Andrew Samaratunge.


